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The amount of time spent by children especially girls also results in low enrolment rate

in education. These problems contribute to accentuate poverty in the rural areas.

Providing access to water supply and sanitation services would contribute to spur

economic development in the rural areas.

The RWSSI would be implemented through partnership with Regional Member

Countries, donors and other stakeholders. This partnership would look to NEPAD and

AMCOW for political leadership, with governments and civil society embracing the key

principles and practices that will create the required environment for the Bank Group

and the donor community to provide technical and financial support. The partnership

would foster coordinated resource mobilisation, capacity building and more efficient

implementation of programmes and projects, which are the necessary ingredients for

achieving the goals of the Initiative.

The implementation of the RWSSI has started in five countries which the Bank

considers favourable for immediate investment in view of the existence of strong water

and sanitation policies and institutional arrangements in those countries. Country

Programme documents and proposed initial investment programmes are currently

under preparation with African Development Fund resources for Mali, Rwanda, Ghana

Ethiopia and Uganda. There are nine countries scheduled for intervention under the

Initiative in the next phase and they include Benin, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mauritania,

Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal, Tanzania and Zambia. The Initiative will be extended to

all other Regional Member Countries progressively but in fast track mechanism. .

We appreciate the strong support we have received from AMCOW in the development

of the RWSSI and hope we can count on AMCOW during the implementation of this

phase. We also request the support and participation of the international community and

development partners in this initiative.

Thank you for your kind attention


