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Opening Remarks
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, good morning.

It's an honor to be here in such distinguished company, and during such a
momentous occasion. I wish to share my colleagues in expressing our
sincere appreciation for the Government of Ethiopia for excellent conference
organization and the warm reception and hospitality we have encountered

since we landed in Addis airport.

In the debate on managing the world’s finite natural resources, few issues
have achieved the pre-eminence that water has. As an issue, water plays a
pivotal role in society. It is critical for long-term economic development; for
human health and social welfare, especially of the poor; and for

environmental sustainability

On the other hand and considering the paradox of our times, we live in a
world of plenty, of stunning scientific innovation and technological
advances. Yet, in many of our countries around the world and especially in
Africa we still observe conflict, violence, economic uncertainty and tragic
poverty. Additionally, and unfortunately, many rich nations are looking

inward turning their backs on the poor.



lacking the necessary cooperative framework, spirit and proper institution

governments, non-governmental organizations, institutions and the private



sector from both donor and developing countries to work together towards
poverty eradication through sustainable development.

An excellent example of such partnership is the New Partnership for Africa's
Development, or NEPAD, as it focuses on partnerships — between African
leaders and their people, among Africans, and between Africans and their
global neighbors — and emphasizes good governance as a precondition for
sustainable development. The NEPAD is based on the fundamental
definition of partnerships-- mutual obligations.

Actions for the Future

Brothers and sisters of the African nations and friends who are gathered to

debate water challenges and argue possible solutions.

I hope in our meetings within the next few days in the Pan-African
Conference and the African Council of Ministers on Water we could address
these issues and together craft actions for better future of the water resources
management in Africa. Actions that are based on sound vision, political will
and determination from both public and private partners for goals
achievement.

With this regard we need to understand that comprehensive water resources
management in the future will require significant complementary policy
actions and investments in institutions and infrastructure. For instance,
investment level of the agriculture sector alone between 2002 and 2015 is
expected to be around US$ 240 billion out of which US$ 69 billion would

for operation and maintenance.
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