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Given the importance of this social interface, we, the African nations, must

ask ourselves how effective water resources management can help to

the victims of bad water management decisions and policies.

Many of us know by heart the statistics about water crisis in Africa, in rural

Africa, about 65 percent of the population do not have access to an adequate

urban areas, 25 percent and 43 percent do not have access to adequate water

and sanitation respectively. Moreover, the poor pay the most for water and

and lost economicimpaired healthterms ofsuffer the greatest in

opportunities. Contaminated water causes millions of preventable deaths

every year, especially among children.

I wish to emphasis two important facts about, Africa's natural legacy of water

resources. The continent is endowed by many great rivers and lakes. However, one should

mention that rainfall within and over years in Africa are exceptionally

Variability of rainfallvariable and unpredictable, both in time and space.

often exceeds 35% around the mean. Additionally, many of these rivers are

international and are shared by several countries. Most of these rivers are

for joint river management,

The challenges the African Continent is facing at this time are simply too

complex for one or two countries' governments to tackle alone. We need
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