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Honourable Ministers, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am greatly honoured to have been invited to address the Pan-African
Implementation and Partnership Conference on Water, convened by the
African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW). 1 would like to begin by
congratulating H.E. Lt. Girma Wolde-Giorgis, President of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia for his gracious presence here this morning
for inaugurating this important Conference.

On this occasion, I would also like to congratulate Hon. Shagari, Chairman,
African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW), and his esteemed
Ministerial colleagues, for convening this Conference to facilitate the
implementation of the African Water Agenda. The NEPAD Development
Agenda is a clear demonstration that Africa is now ready, more than ever
before, to articulate a development agenda for the continent, which is owned
by Africans and is rooted in African reality.

My congratulations are also due to Dr. Amoako, Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa and his staff for supporting this important event in
Addis Ababa.

I would also like to congratulate the African Development Bank for the
strategic support it has given to the development of the African Water
Vision and the African Water Task Force.

I see this Conference as of strategic importance for at least three reasons.
First, it focuses the debate on implementation. I am delighted to see that a
number of concrete implementation initiatives are expected to be announced
on this occasion. Secondly, it focuses attention on partnerships and the
building of new alliances. Thirdly, the conference aims to bring support to
the Commission on Sustainable Development, as it prepares its first session
after the Johannesburg Summit.



As a United Nations Programme with its Global Headquarters in Africa,
UN-HABITAT has been actively engaged over the past twenty years in
supporting African countries in their effort to develop sustainable human
settlements. Currently, UN-HABITAT acts as the Convenor of the NEPAD
Cluster on Environment, Population and Urbanization.

Honourable Ministers, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, as an African,
naturally, I feel a strong emotional attachment when I am called upon to
address issues concerning Africa’s development. I am intensely aware that
this continent remains |a challenge to African’s themselves and very much
needs the goodwill of] the rest of the world. It was a moment of great
satisfaction to me when the World Summit on Sustainable Development
gave a clarion call to ithe international community to focus its efforts on
addressing the development needs of Africa. The Summit rightly identified
the New Partnership | for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) for special
attention.

at the G-8 Summit in Evian to commit themselves to Africa’s development

More recently, in June this year, the leaders of the industrialised world met
can countries to bring safe water to all.

and to help support A

Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, last August, the Africa Unity Summit
took place in Maputo, Mozambique. I left the Summit convinced that Africa
has entered the new Millennium with a sense of hope and renewed
confidence. With widening and deepening political reforms, economic
liberalization and a strengthened civil society, increasing numbers of African
countries are striving towards economic recovery and sustainable
development. |

water resource efficiently and equitably. At the turn of the new Millennium,
over 300 million people in Africa did not have adequate access to safe water.
And this number is growing.

Yet, this economic recfvery could be in peril if Africa fails to manage its

But perhaps nowhere is the challenge more complex than in the rapidly
growing cities of Africa. With an average growth rate of five per cent per
annum, Africa is the fastest urbanising region in the world today. Between
1990 and 2020, an important target year for the Millennium Development



Goals, urban populatiFns in Africa will rise fourfold from 138 to 500
million.

Water scarcity in African cities is fast becoming a potential source of social
and political conflict. More than half of the populations living in African
cities today are denied access to municipal supplies. Poor service provision
is extremely detrimental to the health and economy of the African continent
as has been underscored by UN-HABITAT s recent Global Report on Water
and Sanitation in the World’s Cities.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, sustainable development starts with
people’s health and dignity. Yet, Africa has entered the new Millennium
with these fundamental conditions of human development unmet. An
African girl child is often forced to trade education for water. Sanitation can
be far more than a public health issue to her: it determines her privacy,
safety and dignity; it determines whether her potential to become a
productive citizen in society will ever be fulfilled.

It is indeed a sobering thought that a most blatant breach of a basic human
right - the right of access to clean drinking water and basic sanitation - is
happening right now to half of Africa’s urban populations living in slums
and shanties. Archbishop Desmond Tutu was not being cynical when he said
it on Sustainable Development that, “no issue has
ever been more neglected. And it has been neglected because it is of
concern mainly to the poor and the powerless.”

It is unbelievable but |true that a resident of Kibera, the largest slum in
Nairobi and one of the largest in Africa, earning less than a dollar a day,
pays as much as five times the price paid by an average North American for
a litre of water. This is also true of water prices in Dar es Salaam and in
many of the least developed countries in this region.

For me, it is, therefore, truly gratifying to see that water and sanitation is
finally receiving its due recognition at the international level. The
Millennium Summit and the World Summit on Sustainable Development
have set clear, time-bound targets for access to safe water and basic
sanitation. These goals, in themselves, however, will not in and of
themselves change the lives of people. Concrete actions are needed at
country, city and neighbourhood levels to translate these goals into reality.






