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Honourable Chairperson
Honourable Ministers
Your Excellencies
Distinguished Delegates

It is a privilege and a pleasure to be invited to make a contribution at this extremely
important event. Allow me to thank and congratulate the African Ministerial Council on
Water (AMCOW), the Government of Ethiopia and the UN-ECA for making th1s event

possible.

At the outset, I would like to acknowledge with appreciation the important role played by
the Ministers of Water under AMCOW in championing and giving direction to -the
development of strategies for water and sanitation and engaging the international
community. Our experience in other sectors shows us that the role of Ministers is critical
to the strengthening of political leadership and the NEPAD Heads of State and
Government Implementation Committee appreciates what the African Ministers of Water

have done in this regard. . L

Ladies and Gentlemen

As you are all well aware, there is a major transformation that is taking place on the
African continent. It is a fundamental reform and renewal process that is anchored on
key principles of African ownership and leadership, self-reliance, and a new partnership
with the developed world that is based on mutual respect, responsibility and

accountability.

During the last four years the African leaders have been engaged in a process of laying a
foundation for this renewal of the continent. The process started in 1999 with the
decision to transform the Organization of African Unity (OAU) into the African Union
(AU). The drafting and negotiation of the legal framework establishing the AU generated
a process of intense discussion about the challenges facing the continent and what needs
to be done to address them. The result was the adoption of the Constitutive Act of the
AU that provides for greater political .unity and integration and commits African
countries to principles of democracy, human rights, good governance, gender equality
and people-centred development. .

At the same time as the move from the OAU to the AU, the discussions around Africa’s
challenges that I have mentioned resulted in the development of the New Partnership for
Africa’s Development. NEPAD was adopted at the 2001 OAU Summit in Lusaka as the
socio-economic development programme of the OAU/AU. It is based on the same
principles and values as the Constitutive Act and is designed to complement the Act and
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to ensure that its objectives and principles are pursued within the context of a holistic
integrated strategy for development and growth.

The NEPAD sectoral programmes give content to the key principles of the Constitutive
Act and provide the AU with the means to promote these principles in a coordinated
manner. The thrust of the work under NEPAD during the last year, therefore, has
concentrated on facilitating, coordinating, supporting and expediting the implementation
of programmes and projects in the various identified priority areas.

One of those priority areas has always been the issue of water and sanitation. Water is
fundamental to life itself. It plays a pivotal role in so many fields — health, energy,
industry, the environment and agriculture — and has particular significance due to its
importance and influence in and across a number of priority areas. The sustainable use
of available and finite water resources is essential as much for human survival as it is for

development and growth.

Some of the critical water and sanitation issues identified under NEPAD that need to be
addressed include:

{D The adoption of effective national and regional policies and institutional
frameworks based on the principles of Integrated Water Resources
Management (IWRM); ,

(il The establishment of collaborative frameworks and agreements to facilitate
the management and development of shared water resources;

(i)  Capacity building for increasing “water wisdom” in the regions;

(iv)  The resolution of the twin challenges of poor absorptive capacity and
inadequate funding.

In response to the challenges facing Africa in the water sector, the African Water Vision
for 2025 was developed to stimulate a shift in approach towards a more equitable and
sustainable use and management of Africa’s water resources for poverty alleviation,
socio-economic development, regional cooperation and the environment. The water and
sanitation programmes and projects included in the NEPAD Initial Action Plan are fully
in support of the Africa Water Vision and its Framework for Action.

In this regard, NEPAD has identified a number of projects and programmes under the
Short Term Action Plan for Infrastructure, the Comprehensive African Agriculture
Development Programme, the Health initiative and the Environment initiative that are
relevant to water and sanitation. This has been done in conjunction with AU member
states, relevant Forums of African Ministers (such as AMCOW), the Regional Economic
Communities, the ADB, the World Bank, and a number of key UN agencies

At national level, projects relating to rural development, health and small-scale water and
irrigation supply are being pursued, with AMCOW taking the lead to achieve the relevant

Millennium Development Goals.
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Distinguished delegates

There is no shortage of goals, plans, initiatives and commitments relating to the
development and promotion of water and sanitation in Africa. These include the UN
Millennium Declaration, the Johannesburg Declaration and Plan of Implementation of the
World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), the Kyoto Third World Water
Forum, the G8 Action Plan for Water in support of NEPAD, the European Union Africa
Strategic Partnership for Water signed. between the President of the European
Commission, Mr Prodi, and President Obasanjo of Nigeria during the WSSD and so on.
The World Bank, the IMF, the ADB, the DBSA, the UN, the EU and others have all
expressed support for a focus on water infrastructure and integrated water resource
management in Africa.

This Conference provides an opportunity to discuss the practical and concrete
implementation of the commitments made, goals set and support expressed at the various
fora mentioned. We need to turn commitments into action. In this process, it is critical
that these commitments and support are coordinated and focused and that linkages and
synergies are established to a common African agenda and set of implementable actions,
in order to secure maximum effectiveness in achieving our water and sanitation goals and
objectives. This is particularly important in light of the Extraordinary Summit of the AU
that will be held in Libya in the New Year to discuss water and agriculture.

At the conclusion of the Conference, therefore, a clear set of actions needs to be outlined,
wherein there is a clear delineation of the specific roles that each of the major
stakeholders has to pursue, including African states, Regional Economic Communities,
NEPAD and AU structures, AMCOW, the African Water Task Force, UN-Water/Africa,

the ADB and so on. There must be unequivocal support from all partners for the key
initiatives and actions launched in Addis Ababa this week. These initiatives and actions

can be grouped under three major thrusts.

Firstly, I believe that the time has come for us to emerge from this Conference with a
clear plan for ensuring that each African country achieves the Millennium Development
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