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Your Excellency, Mr. Aliou Sow, Minister of Decentralization and
Local Collectivities of the Republic of Senegal,

Your Excellency, Ato Berhan Hailu, Minister of Justice of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,

Distinguished Heads of National Statistical Offices of African
countries,

Representatives of the African Union Commission and the African
Development Bank,

Representatives from sub regional, regional, and international
organizations,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am most pleased to welcome you all to the Headquarters of the
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and to this
Second Meeting of the Statistical Commission for Africa (StatCom-

Africa Il). Your presence at this meeting is not only demonstrative



of the significance you attach to the work of this body, but is also

highly encouraging.

Allow me to first thank Ministers Aliou Sow of Senegal and Berhan
Hailu of Ethiopia for their presence with us and their tireless efforts

in support of statistical development in Africa.

As you are all aware, StatCom Africa was created to provide a
regular forum for discussion and decision making on all aspects of
statistical development in the continent and the first meeting of this
subsidiary body took place in January 2008 under the theme

“Scaling up Statistical Development in Africa”.

Today we meet under another equally important theme:
“Harnessing Financial and Technical Resources in Support of the
Monitoring of the Millennium Development Goals in African
Countries.” This theme is most appropriate as we are only five years

away from the MDG target date. We need a clear picture of where



things are in order to appreciate what has been achieved and to
undertake remedial measures where required. The work of
StatCom |1 will provide a key input into the Global MDGs review

taking place in New York in September this year.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

You will recall that StatCom Africa 1 called on African countries to
mainstream statistics into national planning and budgeting
processes to ensure that statistical activities are adequately funded
and seen as a key element in the development process. Development
partners on their part were also requested to provide required
support to statistical development including for monitoring the
Millennium Development Goals. In a related context, this august
body called for increased advocacy at the highest level, to ensure the
conduct of the 2010 round of population and housing census in

African additional emphasis on post-conflict countries.



Since then, in terms of coordination and advocacy for statistical
activities in Africa, we have successfully set up of the African
Statistical Coordination Committee (ASCC). The Committee is
made up of the major players in statistical development in Africa,
namely the African Development Bank (AfDB), the African
Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF), the African Union
Commission (AUC), and ECA. It is optimising the work undertaken
by various stakeholders thereby avoiding duplication and leveraging

on each partner’s comparative advantage.

The ASCC provides leadership within the framework of the
Reference Regional Strategic Framework for Statistical Capacity
Building in Africa (RRSF). It has established a repository of data
on Africa that is aggregated at the continental and sub-regional
levels; as well as for individual countries, through a joint data
collection and processing mechanism. One major output of the
ASCC was the publication of the first ever Joint African Statistical

Yearbook and development of a joint statistical database.



African stakeholders under the leadership of the ASCC endorsed
the inception of the African Group on Statistical Training and
Human Resources (AGROST), which is working under the
umbrella of StatCom-Africa, to ensure the coordination of activities
and initiatives in support of statistical training and human resources
development in Africa. AGROST will be reporting on its planned

activities during this very session.

We have also made considerable progress regarding Population and
Housing Censuses, where our strategy of advocacy and providing
countries with manuals and handbooks for proper census taking
and sharing of best practices is paying off. Since the beginning of
the Round in 2005, nearly 20 countries have already taken their
censuses and the total number is expected to rise to about 35 by 2010
according to commitments already made. If this trend continues, it

Is more likely that the participation of African countries in the 2010



round will be an improvement over what was observed during the

2000 round when only 37 countries participated in the exercise.

The African Centre for Statistics has developed a number of census
materials specific to the African context. These include the Africa
Addendum on the Principles and Recommendations on Population
and Housing Censuses, the Handbook on Census Planning, and the
Handbook on Census Data Processing. All these manuals were
prepared in close collaboration with experts from African countries,

and we are happy that their contents have been put to good use.

Excellences,

Mesdames et Messieurs,

Cette réunion fait suite a une série de rencontres destinées a
augmenter I’appui des partenaires au developpement de la
statistique sur notre continent. Il y a eu notamment la réunion de

célébration du dixieme anniversaire du Partenariat statistique au



service du développement au 21éme siecle (PARIS21), qui s’est
tenue a Dakar a la mi-novembre 2009 et a donne lieu a la
Déclaration de Dakar sur le développement de la statistique, ainsi
gue le cinquieme Symposium africain sur le développement de la

statistique et la Déeclaration de Gorée a laquelle il a donné lieu.

Ces differentes assemblées ont reaffirmé les besoins croissants en
matiere d’information statistique pour appuyer les efforts des pays
africains dans le développement. Ainsi, je suis sr que, fort du
succeés de la premiére édition, StatCom-Afrique Il poursuivra les
efforts de renforcement des capacités continentales en dressant le
bilan des progrés déja accomplis dans divers domaines, et en
relevant certains des défis futurs. Car il est vrai qu’en dépit des
succes auxquels je viens de faire allusion, la majorité des pays
d’Afrigue ne dispose pas encore de systemes statistiques capables de
fournir les données de qualité qui sont necessaires a I’élaboration de
politiques et a une planification fondée sur des faits démontrés.

Ainsi devons-nous intensifier nos efforts a cet égard. Pour sa part et



avec I’approbation de I’Assemblée générale, la CEA a créeé six
nouveaux postes de la catégorie professionnelle dans le domaine de
la statistique, conformément au pilier du développement évoqué par
le Secrétaire général. Cette action ne peut que renforcer notre

capacité & mieux servir les Etats membres.

Je tiens également a saluer ici le Gouvernement francais pour le
financement du poste, basé a la CEA, de Conseiller régional sur les
enquétes ménages dans les pays africains. 1l ne fait aucun doute que
ces ressources supplémentaires vont permettre d’approfondir le
travail de la Commission, qui a d’ailleurs été élargi pour couvrir
diverses questions emergentes telles que le renforcement des
systemes d’enregistrement des faits d’état civil et des statistiques de
I’état civil, les capacités pour la conduite d’enquétes aupres des
ménages, les statistiques environnementales, et les statistiques sur
I’agriculture, conformément a notre Plan d’activités pour 2010-

2012.



Enfin, je tiens a saisir cette occasion pour remercier tous nos
partenaires, tout d’abord pour leur engagement en faveur du
développement de la statistique en Afrique, et également pour leur
détermination a coopérer étroitement avec nous pour concreétiser
notre vision commune. Nous les appelons a accroitre leur appui

dans ce domaine crucial.

Compte tenu des redoutables défis auxquels les Etats africains font
face en matiére de développement, je suis sincerement convaincu
gu’une étroite coopération professionnelle entre les plus grandes
institutions régionales d’Afrique, la Commission de [I’Union
africaine, la Banque africaine de développement, la Fondation
africaine pour le renforcement des capacités et la Commission
économique pour I’Afrique, est essentielle pour faire toute la
difféerence a ce sujet ainsi que pour mener d’autres importantes

entreprises.



Je vous remercie de votre attention et souhaite plein succes a vos

travaux.
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