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ECA to host GTAP Conference

The Trade and Regional Integration Division 
(TRID) of the Economic Commission for Africa 
(ECA), in association with its African Trade Policy 
Centre (ATPC), have won an international com-
petition to host the annual Global Trade Analysis 
Project (GTAP) Conference in the summer of 2006. 
This marks the first time that this prestigious confer-
ence has been hosted in Africa. The GTAP Advisory 
Board announced the decision earlier this month 
after scrutinizing several proposals from institutions 
around the world to host the conference.

The director of ECA’s Trade and Regional Integra-
tion Division, Hakim Ben Hammouda, said the 
award of the conference was “a great honour to ECA 
and a major endorsement of the Commission’s re-
search outputs.” He said the advisory board noted 

the increasing importance of ECA and ATPC’s 
work in advising African countries on multilateral 
trade negotiations in Geneva and EPAS negotia-
tions with the EU; and the numerous research out-
puts of ATPC in recent years. ATPC was estab-
lished about two years ago, and in the short space 
of time has emerged as a major player in Africa on 
trade policy issues.

This sentiment was echoed by the executive di-
rector of GTAP, Professor Tom Hertel, who said: 
“The UN-ECA has been chosen to host the 2006 
Annual Conference on Global Economic Analysis. 
The selection of a host site is a competitive process, 
with the decision being made by the GTAP Advi-
sory Board -- a group comprising representatives 
from 22 of the leading institutions in global eco-
nomic analysis, worldwide. There were a number of 
outstanding proposals for 2006, but the Advisory 
Board was particularly impressed by the quality and 
of the UN-ECA proposal as well as the institutional 
support. We look forward to an outstanding event 
in Addis Ababa in 2006.”

The 2006 conference will be the ninth annual con-
ference of GTAP. The Conference is a major annu-
al event attended by leading economists in global 
trade policy research and analysis from around the 
world. The goal of the conference is to promote 
the exchange of ideas among economists conduct-

ECA’s Trade and Regional Integration Division 
(TRID), in association with its African Trade 
Policy Centre (ATPC) have won the competition 
to host the 2006 Global Trade Analysis Project 
(GTAP) Conference. This marks a massive vote 
of confidence in the two institutions, particularly 
for the nascent ATPC, which has already es-
tablished itself as a major player in the African 
trade policy arena. All trade economists, espe-
cially those working with large datasets, will be 
familiar with GTAP. This edition of TRIDNews 
gives some information on GTAP and the Con-
ference. TRIDNews will also keep you informed 
on all developments towards this important 
conference.
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ing quantitative analysis of global economic issues. 
TRIDNews will keep you informed on all develop-
ments in the run-up to the conference.

The Institute of Market Analysis and Agricultural 
Trade Policy (FAL), Braunschweig, Germany will 
hold the preceding 8th annual GTAP conference 
in the historic city of Lübeck, Germany, from June 
9 - 11, 2005. The theme of the 8th Conference is 
Trade, Poverty and the Environment.

What is Global Trade Analysis  
Project (GTAP)

The GTAP project is coordinated by the Center 
for Global Trade Analysis, which is housed in the 
Department of Agricultural Economics, Purdue 
University. The project was developed because the 
Center believes that better data leads to better policy 
analysis which leads to better policy. It also believes 
that reconciling data makes data better; CGE mod-
eling provides useful insights; avoiding duplication 
in data production is efficient; collaboration en-
hances individual efforts; and having more trained 
users enriches policy debates.

Mission
The Center for Global Trade Analysis is the publicly 
funded, university-based home for GTAP (Global 
Trade Analysis Project), a global network of re-
searchers and policy makers conducting quantitative 
analysis of international policy issues. The purpose 
is to improve the quality of global economy-wide 
analysis through education and by developing ana-
lytical data bases, economic models, and innovative 
methodologies. The Centre collaborates with aca-
demia, public and private sectors worldwide.

Core Values
• International Collaboration to improve the 

quality of data and analysis. 
• Objectivity and transparency because it is cru-

cial to data work and analysis. 
• Discovery because improving methodology 

leads to better policy analysis. 
• Learning because it creates critical vibrancy in 

the expanding network. 

• Engagement to provide policy analysts and de-
cision makers with better data and analysis. 

 
Vision for the future
In 2014, GTAP is an exceptionally vibrant network 
of global economic policy analysts, with more than 
10,000 individuals in 150 countries making contri-
butions. The GTAP Data Base and models are used 
in research centers throughout the world, leading to 
greater transparency in global economic analysis. 

GTAP-based results are influential among decision 
makers. After 10 years of intensive model validation 
efforts, GTAP-based models are widely accepted in 
the professional literature. Indeed, editors of lead-
ing journals actively seek out GTAP-based papers 
on contemporary policy issues. 

ECA Membership
ECA formally joined the GTPA consortium last 
year, after many years of collaboration with the 
Centre for Global Trade Analysis. Hosting the 2006 
annual conference is an indication of how active 
ECA has become within the consortium. 
Source: http://www.gtap.agecon.purdue.edu/
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