INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES SUB CLUSTER

Objectives

The main objectives of the sub cluster as related to the NEPAD main goals are to narrow the digital divide by participating in the implementation of the NEPAD Short Term Action Plan (STAP) on Infrastructure.

Activities

The UN agencies are working on the projects identified by the NEPAD STAP.

The sub-cluster on Information and Communication Technology dealt with the following:

· organizing meetings of the sub cluster on 15-16 May 2003 in Addis Ababa and on July and September 2003 in Geneva to discuss involvement of the UN Agencies Working in Africa

· discussing implementation of the STAP

· organizing and participating in several forums in Africa and outside the continent, especially in the context of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) process: Bamako 2002 Conference, Preparatory Committees for the WSIS, Geneva Summit, Tunis informal consultations, Dakar ministerial meeting, etc.  Outputs from the Dakar ministerial meeting are attached in annexes.

· setting up an on-line discussion list to share information and exchange ideas among the UN Agencies Working in Africa

· The following UN agencies participated in the activities:  ECA, Habitat, ITU, UNCTAD, UNDP, UNESCO, UNEP, UNITAR, WIPO, World Bank.  The NEPAD secretariat as well as Senegal and the African Development Bank attended some of the meetings.

Budgetary constraints 

There is no substantial budgetary allocation for the NEPAD activities, as such for most of the UN agencies to embark on implementation of the NEPAD STAP.  However despite this situation, the agencies are working hard to assist achieving the NEPAD goals.

Reporting procedures

There are reporting problems in relation to the sub-cluster. Our collective work has not been reflected in the “progress report presented to the 9TH NEPAD Heads of State and Government Implementation Committee” which met in Kigali at the beginning of the year. The agencies were frustrated to see that all what they have been doing was not reflected in the NEPAD progress report.

To which organization does the sub-cluster report its activities, achievements and plans?  Do we report to the NEPAD Secretariat or to NEPAD Secretariat and Senegal?  In addition the e-Africa Commission was approved last year by the NEPAD Heads of State and Government Implementation Committee, as the organ which will implement the ICT component of NEPAD.  What would be the position of the sub-cluster and ECA vis a vis the e-Africa Commission?

Annexes

Annex 1

Recommendations of the African Ministerial Committee in charge of 

Information and Communication Technologies
The African Ministers in charge of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) met in Dakar, Senegal, from 19 to 20 April 2004.  The ministers decide to:

Establish the African Ministerial Committee Responsible for ICT to ensure the formulation, follow up and harmonization of African initiatives, programs and projects on the information society.

The African Ministers recommend that, States:

1. Commit to the Digital Solidarity Fund through a minimal contribution per country to give concrete expression to its implementation, and announce pledges during the African Regional Preparatory Conference for the 2nd Phase of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS).

2. Strengthen coordination of initiatives, projects and programs related to the information Society in Africa.

3. Support the formulation and implementation of e-strategies, especially the National Information and Communication Infrastructure (NICI) Plans. Formulation of these e-strategies should be finalized before Tunis 2005.

4. Put in place strategies for the use of ICT to facilitate progress towards the Millennium Development Goals.

5. Set up a Working Group on content in collaboration with the African Academy of Languages and take into account the work-in-progress of research institutes.

6. Support the African Internet Registry (AfriNIC) and participate in ICANN’s Government Advisory Committee (GAC).

7. Support and participate in the workshop on evaluation of the implementation of the Geneva Action Plan to be held in The Gambia.

8. Support the Republic of Tunisia in organizing the Second phase of the WSIS.

9. Support the Republic of Ghana’s proposal to host the African Regional Preparatory Conference for the WSIS, in February 2005.

Annex 2

Protocol establishing the African Ministerial Committee for the Follow up of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)

The States, members of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD),

Having in mind the many development challenges that Africa is faced with and that should be taken care by the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD);

Conscious of the opportunities offered by Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), whatever the area of application;

Determined to put in synergy the multiple initiatives relating to ICT at the national, sub regional and regional levels; as well as to constantly harmonize African positions on international forums;  

Reaffirming their common and sustained will to put in place the African Information Society for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

Decide that:

Article 1

A Ministerial Committee of permanent co-operation on Information and Communication Technologies is created. 

Article 2

 The Ministerial Committee is under the supervision of the NEPAD ICT Cluster Coordinator.

Article 3

The Ministerial Committee aims on the one hand, at harmonizing African positions on international forums, and on the other at putting in synergy at the regional level, the multiple initiatives relating to the setting up of an inclusive information society.  For this purpose, the Committee ensures the follow up of African policies and programs in the field of ICTs.

Article 4

8 countries will constitute the Ministerial Committee, including Senegal coordinator of the NEPAD ICT Cluster, Tunisia that is the host country of the second phase of the WSIS, Ghana, which is the host country of the regional preparatory conference for the WSIS, and five countries to be designated by the Regional Economic Communities.

Article 5

The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the African Union (AU) shall advise the Ministerial Committee and service its meetings. 

Done in Dakar on 20 April 2004

Annex 3

Resolution on the Digital Solidarity Fund

Gathered in Dakar from 19 to 20 April 2004 at the invitation of Presidents Olosegun Obasanjo, President of the NEPAD Head of States Implementing Committee and Abdoulaye Wade, Vice-President and coordinator of the NEPAD Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Cluster, the African Ministers responsible for ICT acknowledge the decisions contained in the Declaration of Principles and the Action Plan adopted at the 1st phase of the World Summit on the Information Society held in Geneva in December 2003.

Aware that the Digital Solidarity Fund was widely discussed in Geneva and that various stakeholders, including the United Nations member States, the Civil Society and the Private Sector recognized, the will expressed on the one hand by some to create the Digital Solidarity Fund, and by others to request the Secretary General of the United Nations to set up a Working Group to assess existing funding mechanisms and investigate the feasibility and modalities for setting up of a Digital Solidarity Fund;

Conscious that the information society enables job creation, poverty eradication and promotes sustainable development;

Considering the United Nations Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Millennium Declaration, the Johannesburg Declaration and the Monterrey Consensus;

Reaffirming their common and sustained will to put in place the African Information Society for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and NEPAD;

Fully support the Initiative taken by President Abdoulaye Wade, mandated by his African Peers, and supported by the Mayors of Geneva, Lyon and Turin Province to create the Digital Solidarity Fund whose main objectives are to mobilize maximum resources for:

· Transforming the digital divide into digital opportunities;

· Promoting peace, sustainable development, democracy, transparency and good governance;

· Developing applications and content adapted to local needs.

Urge African Countries, Local governments, the Civil Society and the Private Sector to support the Digital Solidarity Fund and invite them to finance it through voluntary contributions.

Invite the Digital Solidarity Foundation to enter into close collaboration with the Working Group which will be created by the United Nations Secretary General in accordance to the Geneva Summit decisions.

Call upon all African Heads of State, the Civil Society and Private Sector leaders to be the spokespersons of the Digital Solidarity Fund and to work towards its strengthening and dissemination.

Recommend to the African Union to take all necessary steps to sensitize African populations on the Digital Solidarity Fund.
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