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1. The meeting of the Sub-Cluster on Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) was held in Caucus Room 3 of the United Nations Conference Centre in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  Various UN Regional Agencies Working in Africa attended the meeting.

2. The list of ICT projects, which were approved by the AU Head of States, was distributed to the participants for review and decision-making. The Chairperson stressed the need for cooperation in implementing the projects whenever 2 or more agencies are contemplating to take part in a project.

3. Participants found that level of details provided was different from project to project and some of them may be directly implementable (short-term) while others need further discussions and clarifications. 

4. Some of the participants argued that there was need to go beyond the list of approved projects in order to include other relevant programmes which may be of interest to bridging the digital divide in Africa.  However they were reminded that the Chairman of the NEPAD Steering Committee made it very clear that the idea was to concentrate on projects listed in the NEPAD Short Term Action Plan.  Hence the participants decided unanimously to go through all the projects in order to discuss them and make their choice.  Additions and comments from UN agencies will be made at a later stage.

5. The list of projects is as follows:

	Title of Project
	Agencies that confirmed their willingness to support 
	Agencies that should be contacted as they may be interested

	Infrastructure projects

	
	

	COMESA COMTEL
	ITU
	

	ECOWA Regional Interconnection
	ITU
	

	SAT-3/WASC/SAFE
	ITU
	

	RASCOM
	
	

	SADC Regional Information Infrastructure
	
	

	
	
	

	Enabling environment

	
	

	Development of Telecommunications Equipment Manufacturing in Africa
	ECA, ITU, UNIDO
	

	ICT Policy and Regulatory Framework
	ECA, ITU, UNDP, UNESCO
	

	Broadening and Enhancing Africa’s Participation in the Global ICT Policy and Decision Making Fora
	ECA, ITU, UNDP, UNESCO, WIPO
	ITC, UNCTAD, WTO

	The ICT Human Resource Capacity Development Initiative for Africa

	AIEA, ECA, ITU, UNDP, UNESCO, WIPO
	

	Strengthening of African Telecommunications and ICT institutions
	ITU
	

	Sectoral applications and content

	
	

	Scan ICT and E-Readiness
	ECA, ITU, UNESCO
	

	The Electronic Governance Initiative
	ECA, ITU, UNESCO, UNDP
	

	The Electronic Commerce and Trade Initiative
	ECA, ITU, UNDP, UNESCO, WIPO
	ITC, UNCTAD, WTO

	The African Regional Telemedicine
 Initiative
	AIEA, ECA, ITU, UNDP, UNESCO, WHO
	

	The Africa Content Development Promotion Initiative
	ECA, ITU, UNDP, UNESCO
	


Outreach and Modalities of operation

6. Participants agreed that the UN organizations should use the various fora to present NEPAD and also organize meetings among themselves to discuss implementation issues wherever the organizations meet in regional or international for a.  

7. It was also decided that the existing implementation frameworks, which exist in Africa and globally, should continue to be used.  They are the African Information Society Initiative (AISI) discussion groups and fora, The Partnership for Information and Communication Technology in Africa (PICTA), the UN ICT Task Force African Stakeholders Network (ASN), the G8 Dot force network, the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) and any other forum where UN Agencies can meet.

� The participants noted that the infrastructure projects do not cover Central and North Africa concerning terrestrial and ground networks, and wondered why this was the case.  They also noted that this set of projects was basically addressing telecommunication infrastructure and not all the aspects of infrastructure development.


� This set of activities need further discussion between UN agencies and NEPAD Steering Committee and implementation team.


� Some of the potential participating institutions want to see the programme go beyond development of telecommunication and information technology skills  to embrace training in content and ICT usage as well as policy matters.


� This set of activities is at a very preliminary level of description.  However participants agreed to express their interest for the area covered by the project, when appropriate, and recommended to have additional discussions with NEPAD Steering Committee and implementation team.


� Paricipants requested the name to be changed to: The African Regional Health and ICTs Initiative to take care of more applications.





