Cluster on Infrastructure

Sub-Cluster Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 15-16 May 2003

As part of the Infrastructure cluster, the meeting of the Sub-Cluster on Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) was held in Caucus Room 8 of the United Nations Conference Centre in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 15-16 May 2003.  Various UN Regional Agencies Working in Africa attended the meeting.  They included: ECA, Habitat, ITU, UNESCO, UNEP, World Bank.  The NEPAD secretariat and the African Development Bank attended the meeting.

The ICT sub cluster organizes its collaborative work around the ICT segment of the NEPAD Short Term Action Plan which can be grouped as follows: 

· Infrastructure projects

· Enabling environment

· Sectoral applications and content

Members of the sub cluster reported their activities according to the above as follows:

· In making Africa’s voice more audible in the global arena, members of the the sub-cluster participated by convening pre and post conference workshops and by providing funding to the African Regional Preparatory Conference for World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) which was held in Bamako in May 2002.  The conference which adopted the Bamako Declaration that was presented to the First Prepcom of the WSIS involved most of the UN agencies working in Africa. The Bamako Declaration was part of Africa’s contribution to the WSIS Draft Declaration and Draft Action Plan, which were discussed during Prepcom 2 (February 2003).  The following agencies took part in the Africa Regional Preparatory Conference: ECA, ITU, UNDP, UNESCO, and UNITAR.

· The African node of the Global ePolicy Resource Network (ePol-net) was launched on 13 May 2003.  It will coordinate with the UN ICT Task Force.

· The first meeting of the Steering Committee of the UN ICT Task Force African Stakeholders Network (ASN) was held in May 2003. It was recommended that ASN members should promote NEPAD as one of their major tasks.  ECA, ITU, UNDP and UNESCO took part in the meeting.

· The INDAFTEL project on manufacturing equipment, which is coordinated by ITU has started its activities with the recruitment of a coordinator, organization of consultations and needs assessment missions in the continent.

· Several activities on multilinguism aspects and content development, under the coordination of UNESCO have been organized at continental and national levels

· Other activities of the sub-cluster include coordination at country level to prepare e-strategies and sectoral applications for benefit of member States

6. The NEPAD Secretariat informed the meeting of the existence of the e-Africa Commission to facilitate ICT coordination.  For smooth and efficient coordination of NEPAD ICT activities, the meeting requested the NEPAD Secretariat to organize a meeting between the e-Africa Commission, the UN Agencies working in Africa and Senegal which is in charge of the the Infrastructure cluster of NEPAD, to discuss coordination and implementation strategies of the short-term action plan.

7. Lack of sustained communications was raised during the meeting and it was decided to set up an online discussion list for members of the sub cluster to enable them exchange information on planning, implementation and follow up issues.  It was also agreed that all the agencies should inform, in time, each other using the discussion list, on any activity, which is planned in the framework of the short-term action plan.
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