Science and Technology Cluster for support of NEPAD

Consultation meeting, Addis Ababa, Friday, 9 July 2004

This inaugural meeting of the S&T Cluster was officially opened by ECA, Chair of the Regional Consultations through Mr. Alex Tindimubona, Team Leader of the Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) Team, Sustainable Development Division (ECA/SDD/STI).   Mr. Tindimubona read a statement on behalf of Mr. Josué Dioné, Director ECA/SDD.

The meeting was attended by Mr. Abdourahaman Diallo of UNESCO, Mr. Desta Mebratu of UNEP, Ms Dalila Hamou and Ms Lalao Rakotomalala of WIPO and by Mr. Alex Tindimubona and Mr. Jacques Hamel of ECA.  The meeting was chaired by ECA.

The meeting adopted the following four objectives for the cluster: 

1. Promote coherence and coordination in the UN system’s support for AU-NEPAD’s Plan of Action on science and technology.

2. Promote joint programming, harmonization and cooperation in African science and technology activities within the UN system.

3. Promote dynamic and action oriented approaches for the support of NEPAD S&T activities.

4. Promote interaction and collaboration with NEPAD, AU, Regional Economic Communities, academies, knowledge networks, scientific communities and other stakeholders working on science, technology and innovation for sustainable development in Africa.

The meeting adopted the following structure (convenorship and membership) for the cluster:

1. UNESCO  - Convenor

2. ECA  - Vice Convenor

3. WIPO 

4. UNIDO 

5. FAO 

6. OSAA 

7. UNEP 

8. World Bank 

9. CGIAR 

10. UNDP 

11. ILO 

12. UNCTAD 

13. UNU/INTECH

14. WHO 

The meeting recalled that the newly formally established cluster has already been working closely with NEPAD’s Plan of action in science and technology:

1. Lecture by Mr. John Mugabe, Head of the Science and Technology of NEPAD on biotechnology to an Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting organized by ECA.

2. Collaboration on policy and other implementation issues relating to NEPAD

3. The organization of the preparatory meeting held in Nairobi in October 2003 

4. Participation in the First NEPAD Ministerial Conference on Science and Technology, held in Johannesburg, South Africa in November 2003, (for which UNESCO and UNECA provided financial and technical support) 

5. Assistance in the development of terms of reference and identification of experts 

6. Follow-up actions of the Action Plan on Science and Technology 

7. Actively involved in the work on the African brain drain, in collaboration with the International Organization for Migration, the NEPAD secretariat and the African scientific communities through the Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) and the African Academy of Sciences (AAS).
The meeting adopted the following initial program of activities for active cooperation:

1. Technological entrepreneurship in higher educational institutions (Leader UNESCO)

2. Engineering education for sustainable production and consumption in Africa (Leader UNEP)

3. Science and Technology for Agriculture and Environment (an eco-friendly Green Revolution and UN Biotech Africa)  (ECA leader) 

4. NEPAD’s Centres of Excellence Initiative.  (Cluster to provide support on request)

5. Collaboration with AU-NEPAD in the framework of an AU summit on the theme of science and technology to be held in Accra in 2007 (all Agencies)

6. Brain drain (Open to all Clusters, including possibility of creating a UN Superfund on intellectual capital for Africa)

7. Any other areas of activities to be determined by the full cluster in close contact with NEPAD’s African Ministerial Council on Science and Technology, a meeting of which is scheduled in Addis Ababa on13-14 July (all Agencies)

Methods of work:  Exchange of information and documentation on Cluster activities,  electronically and physically; mutual invitation to activities, with cluster meetings to be arranged as side events to activities; contributions to Regional Consultations website.  Structure and program of the Cluster to be further refined as the cluster develops (e.g. formation of sub-clusters).  Agencies to be encouraged to participate.
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