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THE SEVENTH AFRICA CLIMATE TALKS  

Africa’s Road to COP32: Agency, Leadership and Action  

30 April to 01 May 2026 

Venue: United Nations Conference Center, UNECA - Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Format: Hybrid 

Conveners: ACPC in collaboration with ClimDev-partners 

 

Background and Context 

The global response to climate change is entering a decisive phase in which the effectiveness of multilateral cooperation is being tested. In this context, it 

is no longer the number of climate-related pledges that matter, but rather the scale and speed of their implementation and resulting impacts. With the 

emissions gap widening, climate effects intensifying, and trust in international commitments under strain, upcoming Conferences of the Parties (COP) will 

play a critical role in determining whether the global climate regime can still deliver outcomes consistent with the 1.5°C goal, and the principles of equity 

and common but differentiated responsibilities. 

Africa’s hosting of COP32 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, represents a moment of global consequence. COP32 to be held in late 2027 will indisputably take 

place at a time when the international community must demonstrate tangible progress on adaptation, loss and damage, climate finance, and implementation 

of Global Stocktake outcomes. The conference will therefore serve as a test of the credibility, relevance, and delivery capacity of the UNFCCC process 

itself. With extraordinary and coordinated leadership, COP32 can help reposition the global climate agenda around implementation, accountability, and 

resilience. 

Africa enters this moment with both strategic leverage and responsibility. Building on the political consolidation achieved through the Second Africa 

Climate Summit (ACS2), the Thirteenth Conference on Climate Change and Development in Africa (CCDA-XIII), and COP30, the continent has 

articulated a coherent and justice-centered climate agenda. However, these processes have also underscored persistent gaps between commitments and 

delivery, particularly in relation to the quality and quantity of adaptation finance, capitalization of the loss and damage fund, and fulfillment of developed 

country obligations under Article 9.1 of the Paris Agreement. The period leading to COP31 (from 9 to 20 November 2026, in Antalya, Türkiye) and COP32 

is therefore critical for translating political signals into coordinated implementation frameworks. 

The Africa Climate Talks (ACT), established in 2015, provides a strategic continental platform to shape this discussion. ACT helps to consolidate diverse 

national, regional, and stakeholder perspectives into a unified African position. Beyond technical exchange, ACT enables strategic 
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alignment across institutions and actors, ensuring that Africa enters COP31 and COP32 technically prepared, institutionally aligned, and politically 

decisive. 

 

Overall Objective 

The overall objective of 7th ACTS is to consolidate Africa’s post-COP30 climate agenda and define a coordinated continental approach toward COP31/32 

that is grounded in implementation, accountability, scientific integrity, equity, and structural transformation. 

Specifically, the meeting seeks to: 

• assess the implications of ACS2, CCDA-XIII and COP30 outcomes, 

• evaluate the first Global Stocktake for Africa’s forthcoming NDC 3.0 cycle, 

• discuss finance and adaptation priorities ahead of COP31/32, 

• establish coherent frameworks for just transition and carbon market participation, 

• reflect on the rapidly changing trade landscape and its challenges and opportunities for climate. 

 

4. Expected Outputs 

• A consolidated analytical brief assessing the implications of the Second Africa Climate Summit (ACS2), CCDA-XIII and COP30 outcomes for 

Africa’s strategic positioning in the UNFCCC process.  

• A technical note on the implications of the first Global Stocktake for Africa’s NDC 3.0 cycle. 

• A brief outlining challenges, opportunities and transformative ideas from an African lens to set the level of ambition for discussion and potential 

negotiation on the linkages between trade and climate at COP32. 
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Agenda 

Nb. All times are GMT+3 (East African time) 
 

Time (+3 GMT) Session Session 

Presenter/Chair/Moderator 

DAY ONE – MINISTERIAL/POLITICAL SEGMENT 

0800-0900 Registration 

0900-1000 SESSION I: Welcome and Opening Statements 

❖ H.E. Dr. Lelise Neme, Director General, Environmental Authority, Ethiopia  

❖ H.E. Mr. Berk Baran, Ambassador of Turkiye to Ethiopia 

❖ H.E. Amb. Dr Peter Hunter, Head of Mission at the Australian Embassy, Ethiopia. 

❖ H.E. Claver Gatete, Executive Secretary, ECA 

❖ H.E. Moses Vilakati, Commissioner, Agriculture, Rural Development, Blue 

Economy and Sustainable Environment, AUC 

Chair: Dr. Hanan Morsy, 

Chief Economist and Deputy 

Executive Secretary, UNECA 

1000-1115 
SESSION II. Positioning COP32 for Success: Ideas and Reflections (15 min) 

Discussants (20 min) 

❖ Dr. Antwi-Boasiako Amoah, Chair, African Group of Negotiators (AGN) 

❖ Dr. Selam Kidane, Oxford University 

❖ Dr. Kennedy Liti Mbeva, Cambridge University 

❖ Prof. David Luke, Practice and Strategic Director Firoz Lalji Institute for Africa, 

London School of Economics and Political Science 

General Discussion (25 min) 

Keynote Address: Prof. Lisa 

Sachs, Columbia University 

 

Moderator: Dr. Cosmas 

Milton Obote Ochieng, 

Director, UNECA 

1115-1145 Photo Session 

Coffee Break 
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1115- 1215 
SESSION III: Strategic Reflections from Past African Climate Negotiations: Translating 

COP30, CCDA-XIII and ACS2 Outcomes into Enforceable Gains (30 min): 

❖ Dr. Richard S. Muyungi, Republic of Tanzania  

❖ Dr. James Murombedzi, Senior expert on climate governance, Zimbabwe 

 

General Discussion (30 min) 

Moderator:  

Dr. Samson Samuel 

Ogallah, Climate Change 

Coordinator, AUC  

 

 

1330-1430 LUNCH 
 

1430-1530 SESSION V: How can Africa turn GST1 outcomes into NDC 3.0 actions that support 

development priorities? (25 min) 

 

General Discussion (35 min) 

Presenter: Dr. Yaw Osafo, 

Lead Negotiator, AGN 

 

 

Moderator: Dr. James 

Murombedzi, Snr Expert, on 

Climate Governance  

1530-1600 HEALTH AND TEA BREAK 
 

1600-1715 SESSION VI: Accelerating Climate Finance Solutions in Africa: Opportunities and 

Challenges (15 min) 

Panelists (30 min) 

 

❖ Dr. James Kinyangi, Coordinator, AfDB 

❖ Mr. Matthias REUSING, First Counsellor/Policy Advisor, European Union, 

Delegation to the African Union 

❖ Ms. Doris Mpoumou, UN Women Special Representative to the AU and UNECA 

 

General Discussion (30 min) 

 

Presenter: 

Prof. Njuguna Ndung'u- 

Trade and Development Bank 

 

 

 

 

Moderator: Dr. Cosmas 

Milton Obote OCHIENG, 

ECA 
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DAY TWO – TRANSFORMATION, MARKETS AND PRESIDENCY PREPARATION 

0900-1015 SESSION VII: Delivering the Global Goal on Adaptation through Climate-Resilient 

Development (15 min) 

Panelists (30 min) 

❖ Dr. Tracy Kajumba, IIED 

❖ Dr. Ousmane NDIAYE, Director General, ACMAD 

❖ Ms. Daisy Mukarakate, UNDP 

❖ Dr. Robert Sangori, BCRUP 

Discussion (30 min) 

 

 

Moderator: Dr. Mithika 

Mwenda, Executive Director, 

Pan African Climate Justice 

Alliance 

1015-1045 Health Tea Break 
 

1045-1200 

 

SESSION VIII: Strengthening Africa’s Article 6 Participation with Integrity, 

Sovereignty and Resilience Development (15 min) 

Discussants (30 min) 

❖ Mr. Charles Mwangi, Head of Programs and Research, PACJA 

❖ Dr. Linus Mofor, Regional Advisor, UNICEF 

 

Discussion (30mins) 

Presenter: Mr. El Hadji 

Diagne, Director General,  

Afrique-Energie-Environnement 

 

 

Moderator: Mr. Frank 

Rutaibingwa, Rwanda 

1200-1300 SESSION IX: Leveraging Global COPs for Africa’s Green Transformation: Connecting 

Climate, Nature and Land Agendas  

Panelists (30 min) 

❖ H.E. Sahak Sargsyan, Ambassador of Armenia to Ethiopia (CBD-COP) 

❖ Dr. Antwi-Boasiako Amoah, Chair, African Group of Negotiators (AGN) 

 

Moderator: Ms. Leah 

Wanambwa, Principal Officer 

for Climate Change and 

Meteorology, AUC 
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(UNFCCC-COP) 

❖ Dr. Ermias Betemariam, Scientist, CIFOR-ICRAF (UNCCD-COP) 

General Discussion (30 min) 

1300-1400 LUNCH 
 

1400-1515 SESSION X: Advancing the Trade-Climate Agenda Towards COP32: African 

Perspectives (15 min) 

 

Panelists (30 min): 

❖ Mr. Shimukunku Manchishi, Senior Policy Officer, African Future Policies Hub 

❖ Mr. Matthias REUSING, First Counsellor/Policy Advisor, European Union, 

Delegation to the African Union 

❖ Ms. Liz May, Lead Trade and Climate Sustainability, Firoz Lalji Institute for Africa 

Discussion (30 min) 

 

Chair: Simon Mevel, 

Economic Affairs Officer, ECA 

1515–1545  

SESSION XII: Closing: Dr. Cosmas Milton Obote Ochieng, Director, ECA 

 

1545- Health Tea Break 
 

 


