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Background
A holistic approach for Island States in a
changing climate

* The First Africa Action Summit, held on the sidelines of COP22
in Marrakech in November 2016, set in motion the development
of three Commissions for climate action.

The Sahel Commission, chaired by the President of the Republic
of Niger

The Island States Commission, chaired the President by the
Republic of Seychelles

The Congo Basin Commission, chaired by the President the
Republic of the Congo

* The three Commissions were endorsed by African Union as
means to significantly enhance the implementation of the Paris
commitments.




* Comprising of the following 9 members States:

.. Cabo Verde

. Comoros
;. Equatorial Guinea
».  GQuinea Bissau

. Madagascar

.. Mauritius
. Sao Tome and Principe

.. Seychelles

.. Tanzania (Zanzibar)

* The goal is collaborating to drive
transformational climate action through
sustainable development in Africa’s Island
States.




Obijectives of
the Africa
Islands States
Climate
Commission

To provide a holistic approach for
African island states to address
climate change in the context of
sustainable development, through
utilizing natural solutions, promoting
innovation and new technologies with
associated capacity building, and
enhancing access to finance;

To promote the required adaptation
policies and measures, which are also
catalysts for a deep economic and
social structural transformation in
Africa Island countries;

To consolidate Africa's commitments
to combat the effects of climate

change, to bring more coherence to
current or planned strategies with a
view to increasing the resilience of the
Africa Islands Countries;

To accelerate the realization of
initiatives already identified or
launched, building not only on our
intrinsic resources but also by
mobilizing multilateral and bilateral
donors as well as non-state actors;

To encourage and facilitate the
participation of the private sector in
mobilizing additional capacity and
finance to meet the challenge of
climate change.




KEY MILESTONES OF AISCC

* COP 22 in Marrakech, 2016: Establishment of the African Islands States
Climate Commissions

 COP 25 in Madrid, 2019: Seychelles presented the framework for AISCC

AU Summit in Addis, 2020: Launch event in February 2020, in the
sidelines of the AU Summit

* COP.26.in-Glasgow, 2021: African Islands Ministerial Side Event "Towards
Realization and Action”

* Ministerial Meeting in Cairo, September 2022 — Requirements for
operationatisation of AISCC

* First Technical Meeting, October 2022 — Proposed IOC to host an interim
Secretariat

e 10th CCDA in Namibia®™Ministerial and technical Meeting = Endorsement
of outcome of the technical.meeting



KEY MILESTONES OF AISCC

 COP 27 in Egypt: High-level Joint Side Event AISCC, Sahel and Congo
Basin Commissions

* AU Summit in Addis, 2022: AISCC reporting at CAHOSCC

» 2"d Technical and Experts Meeting in Seychelles, May 2023: Focus
on the governance structure and roadmap, Beau Vallon Outcome
Document

 African Climate Summit in Kenya, September 2023: Ministerial Side
Event,"“Towards a blue and resilient future”, endorsement of the
Beau Vallon Outcome Document

« 3" Technical and Stakeholders Meeting in Mauritius, October 2023:
Agreement joint project, Port Louis Recommendations



International Cooperation
Forum & Meeting of African
Ministers of Finance,
Economy and Environment
(7-9 September 2022, Egypt)

Members present included
representatives of Cabo
Verde, Equatorial Guinea

and Sao Tome and Principe,
and the Chair member,

Seychelles.







Ministerial meeting of the African
Island States Climate Commission:
Towards a blue and resilient future

African Climate Summit, Kenya




Cooperation framework

African Heads of State and Government Summit
held in 2016 in Morocco, resulted in the
establishment of three African Climate
Commissions, including the African Islands States
Climate Commission (AISCC), chaired by the
Republic of Seychelles.

/

AISCC Readiness Proposal

Beau-Vallon Outcome Document of the 2nd

African Islands States Climate Commission NFPs

and Experts Meeting requested UNECA to

continue its support to AISCC and Member States
in developing their institutional capacities, and to

advance in the discussions with the GCF and

partners to prepare a Regional Cooperation
Programme with focus on supporting Member

States on reinforcing their multi hazard early

warning systems, climate information services and

other relevant matters.
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Cooperation framework

Nairobi AISCC Ministerial Meeting ‘Towards a blue
and resilient future’ encouraged to strengthen the
AISCC collaboration with the GCF and UNECA to
jointly promote a Regional Cooperation

Programme.

AISCC Readiness Proposal

Port Louis Outcome Recommendations of the 3
African Islands States Climate Commission NFPs
and Experts Meeting urged to advance the
discussions with the GCF to implement a pilot
Readiness Project, as the basis for a Regional
Cooperation Programme, to strengthen the

capacities of the member states with the support
of the IOC and UNECA and focus on developing a
platform and toolkit for hazard, vulnerability, and
risk assessment for decision-making.
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Readiness Project Proposal .SEWTE

FUND

The Readiness Programme is a funding modality that will assist AISCC member
states to enhance their weaknesses, challenges, and gaps in institutional
capacities, governance mechanisms, and investment frameworks planning and
programming.

This will strengthen their capacities to further engage with the GCF and to
contribute towards a climate resilience building agenda.

AISCC Readiness Proposal



Justification @,

 The project builds on previous experiences and complements them:

e UNECA SIDS Program to deploy high-resolution weather prediction and early
warning systems supported by ACPC TCND

« UNECA project to support standardized and harmonized greenhouse gas protocol
to support carbon market integrity and investment in climate-resilient economic
activity in Congo Basin Climate Commission member countries

* The Great Blue Wall Initiative, promoted by UNECA and IUCN

 |OC projects focusing on improving the capacity in meteorology, climatology and
Climate Services in West Indian Ocean Island States, as well as the RDRM-IO
focusing on Disaster Risk Reduction and improving Early Warning Systems

e GCF projects in AISCC member states, including the Climate Resilience Co-
investment Facility

 Other complementary programmes, such as CREWS and CLIMSA

AISCC Readiness Proposal
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The African Climate Policy Centre (ACPC)
advances the roll-out of weather observation
systems in African small island developing

States

A recent workshop in the Sepcheles marked
the latest stage n 2 project deployng high-res-
clution weather predction and early wamng
systerms across Afnican smal idand developing
States (SIDS). |aseph Intsifu, Servor Cimate
Soence Expert at the United Nations Eco-
nomic Commisson for Afnca’s Afncan Cimate
Folicy Centre (AMCPC) decusses how early
weather wamngs are enablng local commu-
nities to prepare for extreme cimate events,
while accurate and timely forecasts b=
safepuard productiaty in key economic sactors
such as agnoulture and fishenes.

Many countries across Africa are
highly vulnerable to the impacts of
climate change. Why does ACPC’s
deployment of these weather ob-
servation systems focus particularly
on the small islands?

The unique geographical location of the
Afrcan small shand developing States — Cabo
Verde, the Comoros, Guinea-Bissau, Maunitas,
Sao Torme and Principe and Seychelles — makes
these smal and masses highly susceptible to
extreme weather events including cyclones,
hurrcanes, droughts and storms

But it = only by vestting SIDS that you can
redly understand their vurerability and
day-to-day challenges. Take for mxample Cabo

a S8 Lirked Nations

N

Feure /: Systems deplogment n Afcon SIDS

Verde — it's essantally a desart n the middle
of the ccean Access to water is limited to the
extent that almost all water sources come
from desalination, a huge challenge not least
because of the incredibly high costs irvolved.
Low ranfall makes farming virtwally mpossible
whie the shind's fshing industry — cntical to
the economy — is under constant threat from
erratic weather conditiors, most notably harsh
winds.

Already grapping with entrenched poverty
and redated challenges of food, water and
enargy secunty, their resiience is beng further
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BLUE FUTURE CONFERENCE

THE BLUE ECONOMY AND CLIMATE ACTION IN AFRICA:
ISLAMD STATES AND COASTAL AT THE FOREFRONT

Moroni Declaration for Ocean and Climate Action in Africa
Moroni, Union of Comoras | 14th June 2023

Recognizing the critical importance of acean conservation, climate action, and the sustainable
development of coastal communities,

We, the Ministers, and High-Level Representatives of the Union of Comoros, the Republic of
Cabo Verde, the Republic of Kenya, the Republic of Madagascar, the Republic of Mauritius, the
Republic of Mozambigue, the Republic of Sao Tome e Principe, the Republic of Seychelles, the
Federal Republic of Somalia, the Republic of South Africa and the United Republic of Tanzania
assembled at the “Blue Future Ministerial Conference on Blue Economy and Climate Action
in Africa: Island and Coastal States at the forefront” in Moroni, Union of Comoros from 12ih
1o 14th June 2023, hereby declare our collective recognition of African Island States specificities
and the need for their integration in continental and regional palicies, sirategies and framewarks
‘and our support for the Great Blus Wall initiative as a flagship, transformative, and collective
approach to foster resilience and to climate change mitigation and adaptation and as a leverage
for a sustainable Blue Economy in Africa.

‘We therefore commit to working together to advocate for a specific treatment of African Islands
‘and coastal issues and to achieving the geals and objectives of the Great Blue Wall initiative
fowards meeting the continental i in the African

and UN Agenda 2030.

Regarding the African Island States specificitios:

‘a) We acknowledge that the island and coastal nations of the African continent are on the

extreme frontines of the impact of interconnected crises of biodiversity loss, climate

change, and coastal zones degradation including impacts on the ocean and socio-

ecanomic vulnerability, which require an ongoing and enhanced systematic and sirang
political advocacy as wall as urgent and coordinated action.

b} In that context, we recognise that African Island Couniries are particularly vuinerable and

already heavily impacted by these interconnacted challenges and therefore require a

to effort to address current and future

challenges and opportunities.
<) We affirm the needa to safeguard the sensitive and interconnected marine and coastal
tinent, i mangrove
seagrasses, and coral reefs, which provide essential ecosystem services and goods and
contribute to climate resilience and to the economic growth and livelihcod of African Istand
and Goastal States

) We acknowledge the unique characteristics of African Island States and the imperative
to leverage the trsmendous advantages of blue economy development for sustainable
production, value addition, investments, and trade towards intra — African and global
markets.

) We acknowledge the need to strengthen multi-hazard early waming systems in Adrican
Island States, based on salid observation nefworks, which have critical potential to save
lives,

1} We also recognise the unique opportunity presented by of the African Continental Free

Ninth Conference on Climate Change and Development in Africa

Towards a just transition that delivers jobs, prosperity and climate resilience
in Africa: Leveraging the green and blue economy

Santa Maria, Sal Island, Cabo Verde
13-17 September 2021

The Santa Maria Call to Action

The ninth session of the Conference on Climate Change and Development in Africa (CCDA-
1X) convened under the theme of “A just transition that delivers jobs, prosperity and climate
resilience in Africa: leveraging the green and blue economy™ was hosted by the Government
of Cabo Verde, in partnership with the African Union Commission (AUC), UNECA and the
African Development Bank (AfDB), from September 13-17, 2021. It was the first CCDA to be
held in an African Small Island State. By hosting CCDA-IX, the Government of Carbo Verde
focused attention on the urgent need for concerted global action on climate change as African
countries, especially the Small Island Developing States (SIDS), are already being severely
impacted by climate change and warming faster than other regions. CCDA-IX also highlighted
African perspectives on what a just transition and green recovery for Africa should look like,
and proposed appropriate frameworks to support African countries in their efforts to design
and implement African-led solutions for a just green recovery that fosters prosperity and builds
resilience, while also strengthening the continent's voice and agency in global climate
negotiations ahead of the COP26 of the UNFCCC.

Mindful of the increasing impacts of climate change on African and SIDS economies and
societies, exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic;

Mindful that Africa, constituting 17 percent of the global population, accounting for less than
4 percent of global emissions, has already warmed by 1.8 degrees and is being severely
impacted by climate change impacts;

Noting that Africa and the SIDS continue to show leadership in advancing action on climate
change;

Concerned by low global ambition, particularly by developed countries not doing their fair
share to address the urgency of climate action;

United Nations

Economic Commission for Africa

Foeds Blu e
Bassin du Congo

Congo Basin Climate

Commission

A standardized and harmonized
greenhouse gas protocol to
support carbon market integrity
and investment in climate-resilient |
economic activity in Congo Basin |
Climate Commission member
countries



Partnership

Main donor: Green Climate Fund

Delivery Partner: United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

Partner Countries: Cabo Verde, Comoros, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Madagascar, Mauritius, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Tanzania (Zanzibar)

Implementation Partners: AISCC, COI-IOC, EW4A, UT-ITC

AISCC Readiness Proposal



Objectives

Strengthening the institutional capacities of the African Island States
Climate Commission (AISCC) member states for climate resilience,
including loss and damage, vulnerability and hazards risk assessments

It will contribute to the Readiness:

Objective 1. Capacity Objective 2. Framework Objective 4. Pipeline Objective 5. Knowledge
Building Development development sharing and learning

AISCC Readiness Proposal



Theory of Change (l)

IF the institutional capacities for climate resilience of the African Islands States Climate Commission (AISCC) member states are strengthened through developing toolkits and platforms for

GOAL hazard, vulnerability and risk assessment, THEN the AISCC member states will be better equipped to make informed decisions related to climate impact and disaster
STATEMENT management, BECAUSE their governments and communities will have enhanced institutional capacity, knowledge and institutional frameworks to attract climate investments, leading to
increased climate resilience.
. Outcome 1.3: Relevant country Outcome 2.2: GCF recipient countries ’ - -
Outcomt? 44 Conntry NDts or stakeholders (which may include executing have developed or enhanced strategic Outcome 4.3: An increase in Ou.tcorfle 51 £ost pra.ctlces' wfth bt e
focal points and the network/ 22 s 2 R : : institutional capacity building, direct
entities, civil society organisations and frameworks to address policy gaps, the number of quality concept s
systems that enable them to g 2 2 < access, and pipeline development are
OUTCOMES : AR private sector) have established adequate improve sectoral expertise, and notes developed and : ;
fulfil their roles, responsibilities 2 R : z developed and disseminated to strengthen
Z 2 capacity, systems and networks to support enhance enabling environments for submitted that target SIDS, 5
and policy requirements are ; : S L S 2 engagement by NDAs, DAEs, and delivery
: 2 the planning, programming and GCF Programming in low-emission LDCs and African states. ;
operational and effective. : ; AR : partners with the GCF.
implementation of GCF funded activities. investment.
. 4 e
Flt’pu;;f:l.u'lelé 5 Output 2.2.6: Ou:ipet:elso;eld I‘I:rll)oAvvsl,e:)ige &?c:‘save Ot St NS DS,
Statl traimned in Output 1.3.3: Output 2.2.5: Studies, 3 SN Output 4.3.1: CN AR e R DPs who have established
areas relevant to the ] Sectorial strategic : containing information on LECRD,
o Strengthened modelling efforts and developed targeting R process, systems and/or
OUTPUTS GCF objectives of the ; 2 frameworks or lessons learned or best practices z < -
Z Information sharing = other research efforts 8 SIDS, LDCs and s platforms for identification of
GCF and oversight of conducted/developed Geuiad plans African states EXIN e o G ey A best practices, lessons learned
GCF activities. ey developed. 2 from other countries (South-South P e

AISCC Readiness Proposal

cooperation).

‘and Knowledge Management.



TheorY of Chqnge (11)

AISCC Readiness Proposal

| |
Az.2.5a. Implement stakeholder As.1.1a. Implement workshops
consultations in the g AISCC e 4;5-1 ;ﬁ- lg;—dﬂ'elus a II(M w\teb-
member states to evaluate the exchange between the AISCC S S
current capacities in techniecal s R f"“l' the AIS(?C ECELOLL
hazard and risk mapping and the regional and international e ﬂ!te — l;rﬂrtal}.
assessment, loss and damage e AT based ?Ethﬁ project mﬂftezels and
A1.1.13. Deliver in- assessment, the generation of toolkit, “‘ms‘s'-'mg GO
person and hybrid A1.3.3a. Co- input data, risk governance, and : databases, ";P"s"“"? of 3“3“
training (9) in GCF develop an e- the use of risk information for ; practices and use cases, and a
modalities, infrastructure disaster risk reduction and bbb Decigion Support System set-up
T T T i e system (online BT e A2.3.68. Faml.lt.j.tte a As.1.1b. Elaborate and for risk reduction planning
finance portal) to support Elaborate a training disseminate a technical training
mechanisms and data and . theoretical program for the manual for practical tools and :
ACTIVITIES economics of information i framework for development of methodologies applied for I
disasters and management for A 4 hazards and a regional (1) hazards and risk assessment at X
climate change and climate change Az 2 5b. Map and assess the risks and national different scal 1
certify focal points and for risk carbon ecosystems (green and assessment (9) project e B :" 2
in Geolnfurmauc:n redu:.::tlm} blue) to produce a carbon pipelines source modeling tools for these
Science for Multi- planning in registry for the Region hazard types
hazard Risk AISCC countries 5 1
Assessment . ‘ As.1.2b. Provide a training
! v course on how to manage the
¥ As.1.1c. Produce and disseminate KM platform and online portal
i g use cases of the application of
sﬁ;,? hﬂ?:;::ggt;:d ]Iamrd a.m‘.! risk information to
application of hazards and risk inform m‘““d program of
information planning and infrastructure
sectors (one per country)
A \ 4 A ¢
Pra—
BARRIERS Limited data available on hazards, Weak technical capacities of € Low regional knowledge sharing and € Fragmented early warning systems and
risks, losses and damages by country countries’ institutions practices exchange climate infrastructure




Theory of Change (lll)

Geupnlit!cal Limited national fod . Money laundering,
SKS unrest in technical capacity h;i — k: mt!u ﬂE terrorist financing, Disruptive Insufficient foll No common language for all
RI AISCC to implement the an "'rm;]:;];;zts ot te corruption, or prohibited (NatTech) events nsuiticient or no fotlow up island states involved
countries project practices,
+ Member States actively engage with and commit to the execution of project activities [Outcome 1.1, 1.3, 2.2, 4.3, 5.1]
+ AISCC plays a coordination role, assisted by the Indian Ocean Commission [Outcome 1.1, 1.3, 2.2, 4.3, 5.1]
+ Technical expertise and resources are available for the activities [Outcome 1.3, 2.2, 4.3, 5.1]
ASSUMPTIONS « Effective cooperation and sharing of information between member countries [Outcome 1.3, 4.3, 5.1]
+ Decision-makers within Member States are receptive to using the toolkit and platform [Outcome 1.3, 2.2, 5.1]
-

Social and political stability in the region [Outcome 1.1, 1.3, 2.2, 4.3, 5.1]

AISCC Readiness Proposal




Main stakeholders

e GOvernment officials

e Key Ministries: Climate, Finance, Planning, Environment, Blue Economy, Health, DRR, Security,
Energy, Infrastructure, Land development

memmen  Specialized agencies

e Civil protection and Emergencies institutions, with the mandate to design disaster response plans
e DRR and Hydromet institutions, with the mandate to design structural risk reduction measures
e Planning institutions, with the mandate to make land development plans

mmmew  General population from African Island States

e Vulnerable communities
e Those more exposed to disasters and climate hazards

AISCC Readiness Proposal



Implementation
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Project support team

e Regional Team

Project coordinator, Environment and Climate Specialist, Climate Finance and Economics
Specialist, Knowledge Management Specialist, Admin & Finance Assistant

s Experts and Consultants

Hazard Assessment and Management, DRR, Climate Information, EWS, Trainers and
Resource People

e National Team

National coordinators (9)

AISCC Readiness Proposal



Consultation process

Collection of inputs from Member States through their NDA and
NFP — November

AISCC member states Readiness session at GCF Regional
Dialogue, in Windhoek, Namibia — November

Letter of Agreement for Delivery Partner (UNECA) — December

Finalization and submission of the Readiness proposal —
December

Announcement of the project at the AISCC Ministerial Meeting at
COP 28, in Dubai, UAE — December

AISCC Readiness Proposal



Preparatory process - 4th International Conference on SIDS

Three regional preparatory meetings and
one inter-regional meeting in 2023

Zero draft to be prepared and agreed upon
by G77 following the completion of the
Interregional Meeting (3 months)

O Preparatory Committee Meetings: 1 in
— 2023 to agree on Conference modalities; 2

in 2024 to negotiate Outcome Document
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New 10-year SIDS

1 I' Regional meetings Agenda adopted
Tlme Ine for Caribbean and ~_
Pacific regions SIDS-IV (Host
\ country: Antigua
B
September 2023 and Barbuda)
March-July 24-25 July Interregional [
March-June Regional Report AlIS Regional SAMOA Pathway
ilati SAMOA Path Meeting, Cabo May 2024
National Data Compilation and ! a V\_/a.y (; Clobal Procece
Collection Completion Meeting, Mauritius Verde
7 N\ @ EJ;Q

|

RCOs; UNCT:

[
»

' AIS SAMOA

National Pathway Outcome
Stakeholder Document
engagement
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