
 

 

Leveraging African Leadership on Ocean Governance and Blue Economy: 

Strengthening cross-continental cooperation – 9 December 

Organisers:  

This event will be organised by the Africa-Europe Foundation (AEF). AEF is an independent platform 

for multi-stakeholder dialogue, frank debate and strategic analysis founded by the Mo Ibrahim 

Foundation and the Brussels-based think tank, Friends of Europe, in partnership with the African 

Climate Foundation and ONE Campaign. The AEF aims to empower a narrative shift about the 

relations between Africa and Europe and acknowledges the importance of the exchange of ideas 

and experiences and the creation of opportunities for dialogue and cooperation to be at the heart of 

the partnership between Africa and Europe.  As part of its multi-annual programming AEF aims to 

also complement existing mechanisms to track and facilitate the effective implementation of the 

commitments of the AU-EU Partnership. 

The event will be organised in partnership with the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

(UNECA), and the African Union Development Agency - New Partnership for Africa's Development 

(AUDA-NEPAD).  

Background and Context: 

Africa has demonstrated unique leadership on ocean and the blue economy recently. It is 

fundamental to acknowledge the June 2023 Moroni Declaration for Ocean and Climate Action in 

Africa as well as September 2023 Nairobi Declaration on Climate Change and Call to Action, an 

outcome of the Africa Climate Summit (ACS). Such leadership must be understood and matched by 

the international community to elevate and strengthen cooperation and realise African’s aspirations, 

as enshrined in the Africa Blue Economy Strategy (ABES).    

The high-level side event will contribute to advancing a mutually beneficial vision and set of common 
priorities for Africa and Europe on ocean policy and action, including on the international stage at 
COP28, and in preparation of 2024, a key year for International Treaties. The event will pave the way 
for a collective sustainable future as Africa move towards the second decade of Agenda 2063 and 
the Europe enters a new policy cycle.   

The shared ocean seascapes between and around Africa and Europe provide a strong basis for the 
development of a coordinated strategy across the two continents. It is time to elevate the ocean and 
the blue economy politically and financially. The sector represents a strategic domain of cooperation 
which is not yet central to the AU-EU dialogue – but one with immense potential.  

Objectives of the event: 

(1) Celebrate African leadership on ocean and blue economy and highlight opportunities for 

strengthening cross-continental cooperation with Europe;  

(2) Provide a platform to advance a mutually beneficial vision and a set of common priorities for the 

two continents on ocean policy and action, including on the international stage;  

(3) Strengthen cooperation between Africa and Europe on ocean governance, building on and 

complementing the work already done;  

(4) Increase the level of understanding and trust between the two continents through a frank 

discussion that allows to exchange and learn from each other, and possibly align;  

(5) Serve as an incubator for new strategic and concrete initiatives, innovative practices, and to 

leverage mutual interest around ocean for the benefit of the Africa-Europe partnership. 

 

 

https://www.uneca.org/eca-events/sites/default/files/resources/documents/sro-ea/blue-future-conference-2023/Declaration%20English.pdf?ref=sustainabledevelopmentreform.org
https://www.uneca.org/eca-events/sites/default/files/resources/documents/sro-ea/blue-future-conference-2023/Declaration%20English.pdf?ref=sustainabledevelopmentreform.org
https://mofep.gov.gh/sites/default/files/news/Nairobi-Declaration.pdf


 
 

Draft Programme (90minutes event): 

Ocean governance and blue economy represent a strategic domain of international cooperation.  

The ocean is critical to accelerating global climate and biodiversity action, providing food security 

and promoting a sustainable development for millions of people. However, ocean cooperation is not 

yet central to the AU-EU dialogue. Furthermore, unsustainable human activities and their harmful 

impacts continue to degrade the ocean leading to profound changes and hampering the much-

needed achievement of the UN 2030 and AU 2063 Agendas.  

The shared ocean seascapes between and around Africa and Europe provide a strong basis for the 

development of a coordinated strategy across the two continents. It is time to elevate the ocean and 

the blue economy politically and financially. Both the AU and the EU have recognised that it is time 

to make progress on ocean cooperation while considering economic and social opportunities that 

fit with different levels of development across Africa and Europe.  

Partnerships require time and resources. Therefore, it is equally important to monitor the progress 

and assess the efficacy of existing and emerging Africa-led initiatives alongside the aspirations of 

the African continent to guarantee the desired outcome of the cross-continental partnership is met. 

Questions will include:  

o How can Africa and Europe work jointly to untap investment opportunities associated with the 
ocean and the blue economy?  

o What are areas of critical importance that require Africa and Europe to work better together to 
address both the climate and biodiversity crisis, whilst answering to the needs of coastal 
communities? 

o How can Africa and Europe work jointly to co-define a roadmap to drive a just and equitable 
blue economy partnership?  

 
Speakers may include, among others:   

o Amb. Claver Gatete, Executive Secretary of the UN Economic Commission for Africa  
o Amb. Josefa Sacko, African Union Commissioner for Agriculture, Rural Development, Blue 

Economy and Sustainable Environment  
o Virginius Sinkevicius, European Commissioner for the Environment, the Ocean and Fisheries 
o Amb. Nancy Karigithu, Kenya's Ambassador and Special Envoy for Maritime and Blue 

Economy, and former Principal Secretary for Shipping and Maritime Affairs for the 
Government of Kenya; and Co-chair of the Africa-Europe Strategy Group on Ocean Governance 

o Pascal Lamy, Vice-President of the Paris Peace Forum, Chair of the EU Starfish Mission, 
former Director-General of the World Trade Organization and EU Commissioner for Trade; and 
Co-chair of the Africa-Europe Strategy Group on Ocean Governance 

o Moderator: Thomas Sberna, Senior Fellow for Ocean, Africa-Europe Foundation 
 

Links to background documentation: 

o AEF Scoping Report: Ocean Governance and Blue Economy: An Emerging Agenda for The 
Africa-Europe Partnership 

o AEF high-level special dialogue with Amb. Josefa Sacko: An Emerging Africa-Europe Agenda 
for Ocean Governance and Blue Economy 

o Press release: AEF announces at COP27 a first cross-continental platform of its kind on 
Ocean Governance and Blue Economy 

o AEF Expert Q&A with Amb. Nancy Karigithu: What’s Africa’s blue economy potential? 
o AEF New Partners Initiative on Blue Economy and Ocean 

 
Contact event organiser:  

Nassim Oulmane, Acting Director Technology, Climate Change and Natural Resource Management 

Division at UN Economic Commission for Africa; EMAIL: oulmane@un.org;  Raphael Danglade, Lead 

Portfolio Manager for Climate and Development at the Africa-Europe Foundation (AEF); EMAIL: 

Raphael.danglade@africaeuropefoundation.org;  

https://www.africaeuropefoundation.org/areas-of-action/ocean-governance-and-blue-economy:-an-emerging-agenda-for-the-africa-europe-partnership/
https://www.africaeuropefoundation.org/areas-of-action/ocean-governance-and-blue-economy:-an-emerging-agenda-for-the-africa-europe-partnership/
https://www.africaeuropefoundation.org/areas-of-action/an-emerging-africa-europe-agenda-for-ocean-governance-and-blue-economy/
https://www.africaeuropefoundation.org/areas-of-action/an-emerging-africa-europe-agenda-for-ocean-governance-and-blue-economy/
https://www.africaeuropefoundation.org/areas-of-action/africa-europe-foundation-announces-at-cop27-a-first-cross-continental-platform-of-its-kind-on-ocean-governance-and-blue-economy/
https://www.africaeuropefoundation.org/areas-of-action/africa-europe-foundation-announces-at-cop27-a-first-cross-continental-platform-of-its-kind-on-ocean-governance-and-blue-economy/
https://www.africaeuropefoundation.org/areas-of-action/expert-qanda:-what's-africa's-blue-economy-potential/
https://www.africaeuropefoundation.org/areas-of-action/the-africa-europe-foundation-launches-'partners-initiative'-to-empower-youth-led-initiatives/
mailto:oulmane@un.org
mailto:Raphael.danglade@africaeuropefoundation.org

