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TABLE 1. DEMOGRAPHICS
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African Union | 1,513,931 690,881 213997 25 23 46,598 40| 45| 54| a4 75 68 6 46/ 36 32 04
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For a complete list of countries and areas in the regions, subregions and country categories, see page on Regional Classifications or visit <httpsy/data.unicef.org/regionalclassifications>. = RIC

For accurate and comparable data across different years, please refer to the UNICEF Data Warehouse <httpsy//data.unicef org/dv_index/> where latest vintage of standardized datasets and regicnal
classifications are available for download.
Sex disaggregated data available at United Nations, Department of Economic and Sodal Affairs, Population Division (2024). World Population Prospects 2024
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State of African Children: focus on WASH

* The State of African Children 2026 focuses on water, sanitation and hygiene
(WASH).

e African Union's 2026 Theme of the Year on “Assuring Sustainable Water
Availability and Safe Sanitation Systems to Achieve the Goals of Agenda
2063” which is adopted during the African Union’s 39th Ordinary Session
held in Addis Ababa on 14 February 2026.

* This theme places water and sanitation at the center of the continental
agenda, recognizing their role as “catalysts for economic transformation,
climate resilience, public health, food security, and regional stability”.
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WHO/UNICEF JMP global monitoring of drinking water,
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 3
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Since 2000, millions of people have gained access to
WASH services in Africa
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 Since 2000, 375m have gained access to safely managed drinking water (SDG 6.1.1)
 Since 2000, 299m have gained safely managed sanitation (SDG 6.2.1a)
 Since 2015, 160m have gained basic hygiene services (SDG 6.2.1b)




But WASH service levels vary widely between regions
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* Coverage of safely managed drinking water increased from 28% to 40%, and safely managed sanitation increased from 14%
to 30% but coverage of basic hygiene has remained largely unchanged.

* Large differences in service coverage between regions of Africa; Central, Eastern and Western Africa still had less than 30%
coverage of safely managed water, safely managed sanitation and basic hygiene in 2024.

XN World Health

¥ Organization




And millions of Africans still lack basic WASH services

431 million people
in Africa lack basic
drinking water
services

936 million people
in Africa lack basic
hygiene services
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836 million people
in Africa lack basic
sanitation services

201 million people
in Africa practice
open defecation

Migeria, 121
Ethiopia, 118
Democratic Republic of

the Congo, 91

United Republicof
Tanzania, 43

Uganda, 38

Rest of the Region, 424

m Migeria, 42

= Ethiopia, 21

m Miger, 18

Democratic Republic of

the Congo, 13

Chad, 13

Rest of the Region, 94

In 2024

e 201 million people in
Africa still practiced
open defecation.

e 431 million people in
Africa lacked basic
drinking water services

e 836 million lacked basic
sanitation services

* 936 million lacked basic
hygiene services.
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Proportion of schools (%)

100
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Despite progress many African schools still lack basic WASH services
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Since 2015, basic drinking water coverage ;zs;s remained largely unchanged but basic sanitation has increased from 49% to
57% and basic hygiene has increased from from 33% to 42%

Large differences in service coverage between regions and data gaps remain, particularly in Central, Southern and
Northern Africa
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Many countries in Africa lack data on WASH in Health Care Facilities

Water services Sanitation services Hygiene services
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Core questions and indicators for monitoring WASH in
households, schools and health care facilities
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https://washdata.org/data/downloads

Dramatic improvement in data availability for SDG 6.1.1 in Africa

SDG 6.1.1 SAFELY MANAGED DRINKING WATER
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Investment in water quality testing in household surveys in Afr,

2012-13

Bangladesh MICS
Ghana LSS

2014-15

Congo MICS
Nepal MICS
(Pakistan MICS)

(Belize MICS6
Pilot)

Integrating water
quality testing into
household surveys

T

2016 - 2017

(Afghanistan ALCS)
Cote d’lvoire MICS
Ecuador ENEDMU
Ethiopia ESS
Korea DPR MICS
Lao PDR SIS
Lebanon National
(Mongolia MICS)
Nigeria MICS
Paraguay MICS
Philippines APIS
Senegal EEAH
Sierra Leone MICS
Togo MICS

2018

DRC MICS
Gambia MICS
Georgia MICS

Ghana MICS

Iraq MICS

Lesotho MICS

Madagascar MICS
Mongolia MICS
(Pakistan MICS)
Suriname MICS
Tunisia MICS

2019

Algeria MICS
Bangladesh MICS
CAR MICS

Chad MICS

Dominican
Republic MICS

Guinea-Bissau
MICS

Honduras MICS
Kiribati MICS
Nepal MICS
Nigeria NORM
(Pakistan MICS)

Sao Tome and
Principe MICS

Tonga MICS
Zimbabwe MICS

Cote d’lvoire DHS
Guyana MICS

Indonesia SKAM-
RT

Kosovo MICS
Malawi MICS
(Pakistan MICS)
Samoa MICS

State of Palestine
MICS

Turks and Caicos
MICS

Tuvalu MICS

2021 - 2022

2021

Eswatini MICS

Fiji MICS
Mozambique DHS
Nigeria NORM

Sri Lanka HIES
Tanzania NPS
Viet Nam MICS

2022
Benin MICS
Ecuador ENEMDU

Trinidad and
Tobago MICS

Italic: Surveys not published as of April 2026
(.) : Not nationally representative

2023 - 2024

2023
Afghanistan MICS
Argentina MICS
Azerbaijan MICS
Burkina Faso NS
Guatemala DHS
Lao PDR SIS
Lebanon MICS
Mongolia MICS
Nauru MICS
Nicaragua MICS
Sudan MICS
Tunisia MICS
Uganda DHS
Vanuatu MICS

https://washdata.org/monitoring/drinking-water/water-quality-monitoring

2024-2025

2024

Belize MICS
Ethiopia DHS
(Pakistan MICS)
Tonga MICS
Turkmenistan MICS

2025

Bangladesh MICS
Guatemala MICS
Libya MICS

Nepal MICS
Madagascar MICS
Malawi DHS
(Pakistan MICS)
Serbia MICS
Samoa MICS
South Sudan MICS

WHO
UNICEF

MJMP

2026-2027

2026

Burkina Faso MICS
Cameroon MICS
Cote d'lvoire MICS
Cuba MICS
Djibouti MICS
FSM Micronesia
MICS

Kiribati MICS
Maldives MICS
Marshall Islands
MICS

Gambia MICS
Ghana MICS
Guinea-Bissau MICS
Mauritania MICS
Montenegro MICS
Saint Lucia MICS
Sierra Leone MICS
Somalia MICS
Rwanda MICS
Zimbabwe MICS
2027

Algeria MICS

unicef&® -
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WHO/UNICEF JMP Statistical Snapshots for Africa

SDG Regions M49 Regions

* Northern Africa and Western Asia ¢ Northern Africa EV:A,“

* Sub-Saharan Africa * Sub-Saharan Africa ooz

Other Regional Groupings M49 Sub Regions

e African Union e Eastern Africa

* United Nations Economic  Middle Africa e AN AATER.
Commission for Africa (ECA) * Southern Africa Amchzmoszoze "
 ECA Central Africa * Western Africa
 ECA East Africa
 ECA North Africa UNICEF Regions
* ECA Southern Africa
 ECA Western Africa WHO Regions

World Bank Income regions
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info@washdata.org
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