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State of African Children: focus on WASH

• The State of African Children 2026 focuses on water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH). 

• African Union's 2026 Theme of the Year on “Assuring Sustainable Water 
Availability and Safe Sanitation Systems to Achieve the Goals of Agenda 
2063” which is adopted during the African Union’s 39th Ordinary Session 
held in Addis Ababa on 14 February 2026. 

• This theme places water and sanitation at the center of the continental 
agenda, recognizing their role as “catalysts for economic transformation, 
climate resilience, public health, food security, and regional stability”.



WHO/UNICEF JMP global monitoring of drinking water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH)

WASH in households WASH in schools and health care facilities

2022

2020

2018

2022

2020

20192017

2019

2021

2023
2024

2024

2025
2026

2026

Schools update
HCF update

washdata.org  https://data.unicef.org/ 

http://www.wssinfo.org/
https://data.unicef.org/


Since 2000, millions of people have gained access to 
WASH services in Africa

• Since 2000, 375m have gained access to safely managed drinking water (SDG 6.1.1)
• Since 2000, 299m have gained safely managed sanitation (SDG 6.2.1a)
• Since 2015, 160m have gained basic hygiene services (SDG 6.2.1b)



But WASH service levels vary widely between regions

• Coverage of safely managed drinking water increased from 28% to 40%, and safely managed sanitation increased from 14% 
to 30% but coverage of basic hygiene has remained largely unchanged. 

• Large differences in service coverage between regions of Africa; Central, Eastern and Western Africa still had less than 30% 
coverage of safely managed water, safely managed sanitation and basic hygiene in 2024.



And millions of Africans still lack basic WASH services

In 2024
• 201 million people in 

Africa still practiced 
open defecation.

• 431 million people in 
Africa lacked basic 
drinking water services

• 836 million lacked basic 
sanitation services

• 936 million lacked basic 
hygiene services.



Despite progress many African schools still lack basic WASH services

• Since 2015, basic drinking water coverage has remained largely unchanged but basic sanitation has increased from 49% to 
57% and basic hygiene has increased from from 33% to 42% 

• Large differences in service coverage between regions and data gaps remain, particularly in Central, Southern and 
Northern Africa



Many countries in Africa lack data on WASH in Health Care Facilities

Environmental cleaning Healthcare waste management services

Sanitation servicesWater services Hygiene services

In 2023
• Only 21 countries had 

estimates for basic water, 16 
for basic sanitation, 13 for 
basic hygiene, 10 for 
environmental cleaning, and 
26 for healthcare waste 
management



Core questions and indicators for monitoring WASH in 
households, schools and health care facilities
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Dramatic improvement in data availability for SDG 6.1.1 in Africa

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 3
0 0 1 1

33 5
9 10

12
7 9

12 12 13

6 6
9 10

13

2
3

11 11

12

4
5

11 12
13

2 3

11 11

12

0
0

0 0

0

0
0

0 0
0

0 0

0 0

0

5
8

21 22

26

13
16

26 27
29

8 9

21 22

29

21

35

52

59

65

31

50

66
68

71

36 36

53

59

75

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

0

20

40

60

80

100

Rural   2017   2019   2021   2023   2025 Urban   2017   2019   2021   2023   2025 Total   2017   2019   2021   2023   2025

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
co

u
n

tr
ie

s 
w

it
h

 d
at

a 
av

ai
la

b
le

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n
 o

f 
p

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n
 w

it
h

 d
at

a 
av

ai
la

b
le

 (
%

)

Unclassified Lower income Lower middle income Upper middle income High income Population coverage

SDG 6.1.1 SAFELY MANAGED DRINKING WATER



2023

Afghanistan MICS

Argentina MICS

Azerbaijan MICS

Burkina Faso NS

Guatemala DHS

Lao PDR SIS

Lebanon MICS

Mongolia MICS

Nauru MICS

Nicaragua MICS

Sudan MICS

Tunisia MICS

Uganda DHS

Vanuatu MICS

2023 - 2024

2021

Eswatini MICS

Fiji MICS

Mozambique DHS

Nigeria NORM

Sri Lanka HIES

Tanzania NPS

Viet Nam MICS

2022

Benin MICS

Ecuador ENEMDU

Trinidad and 
Tobago MICS

2021 - 2022

Côte d’Ivoire DHS

Guyana MICS

Indonesia SKAM-
RT

Kosovo MICS

Malawi MICS

(Pakistan MICS)

Samoa MICS

State of Palestine 
MICS

Turks and Caicos 
MICS

Tuvalu MICS

2020

Algeria MICS

Bangladesh MICS 

CAR  MICS

Chad MICS

Dominican 
Republic MICS

Guinea-Bissau 
MICS

Honduras MICS

Kiribati MICS

Nepal MICS

Nigeria NORM

(Pakistan MICS)

Sao Tome and 
Principe MICS

Tonga MICS

Zimbabwe MICS

2019

DRC MICS

Gambia MICS

Georgia MICS

Ghana MICS

Iraq MICS

Lesotho MICS

Madagascar MICS

Mongolia MICS

(Pakistan MICS)

Suriname MICS

Tunisia MICS

2018

(Afghanistan ALCS)

Côte d’Ivoire MICS

Ecuador ENEDMU

Ethiopia ESS

Korea DPR MICS

Lao PDR SIS

Lebanon National

(Mongolia MICS)

Nigeria MICS

Paraguay MICS

Philippines APIS

Senegal EEAH

Sierra Leone MICS

Togo MICS

2016 - 2017

2012-13

Bangladesh MICS

Ghana LSS

2014-15

Congo MICS

Nepal MICS

(Pakistan MICS)

(Belize MICS6 
Pilot)

2012 - 2015

2024

Belize MICS

Ethiopia DHS

(Pakistan MICS)

Tonga MICS

Turkmenistan MICS

2025
Bangladesh MICS
Guatemala MICS

Libya MICS
Nepal MICS

Madagascar MICS
Malawi DHS

(Pakistan MICS)
Serbia MICS

Samoa MICS
South Sudan MICS

https://washdata.org/monitoring/drinking-water/water-quality-monitoring 
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2024-2025 2026-2027

2026
Burkina Faso MICS

Cameroon MICS
Cote d'Ivoire MICS

Cuba MICS
Djibouti MICS

FSM Micronesia 
MICS

Kiribati MICS
Maldives MICS 

Marshall Islands 
MICS

Gambia MICS
Ghana MICS

Guinea-Bissau MICS
Mauritania MICS

Montenegro MICS
Saint Lucia MICS

Sierra Leone MICS
Somalia MICS
Rwanda MICS

Zimbabwe MICS
2027

Algeria MICS

Italic: Surveys not published as of April 2026
 (.) : Not nationally representative

Investment in water quality testing in household surveys in Africa
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WHO/UNICEF JMP Statistical Snapshots for Africa

https://washdata.org/reports?text=africa https://washdata.org/how-we-work/country-and-regional-engagement

SDG Regions
• Northern Africa and Western Asia
• Sub-Saharan Africa

Other Regional Groupings
• African Union
• United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa (ECA)
• ECA Central Africa
• ECA East Africa
• ECA North Africa
• ECA Southern Africa
• ECA Western Africa

M49 Regions
• Northern Africa
• Sub-Saharan Africa

M49 Sub Regions
• Eastern Africa
• Middle Africa
• Southern Africa
• Western Africa

UNICEF Regions

WHO Regions

World Bank Income regions 
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Thank you!
info@washdata.org 

mailto:info@washdata.org
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