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Background

• In West Africa, the food economy is the largest
economic sector, both in terms of employment and
value creation in the region.

• It generates 35% of regional GDP and almost 100
million West Africans, or 2 out of 3 people
employed, depend on it for their livelihoods.



Background ( C’td)

• The number of acutely food-insecure people has
increased over the past five years, mostly due to
insecurity and large-scale displacement in conflict-
affected countries.

• In parallel, chronic malnutrition persists. The
prevalence of global acute malnutrition exceeds
the threshold of 10% ("high" according to the
WHO), especially in Sahelian countries. Nearly 1/3
of children in the region is stunted (27.7%). This
increased by 3 million since 2000, reaching 17.8
million in 2019 (UNICEF et al., 2020).



Food,agriculture & trade System in West Africa

• In order to talk about Food, agriculture and trade System 
in West Africa, we need to analyse the economic, 
technological and social forces driving agricultural and 
agricultural growth,  and structural change in the agri-food 
system in West Africa.

• How Agricultural production and food supply in the region 
have responded to those drivers; and the role that 
Agricultural trade has played over the past few decade 
both in terms of export performance and of the region’s 
growing reliance on food imports.



Food,agriculture & trade System in West Africa

There are five major forces driving structural change in West 
African Agriculture:

• (1) demographic changes; (2) the region’s uneven but 
ongoing structural transformation of its economy; (3)
variations in income growth and its distribution (including 
changes in poverty rates, the rise of the middle class, and 
the evolving nature of food insecurity in the region); (4)
continuing economic and political vulnerability due to 
recurring natural and human-created crises, environmental 
pressures including climate change, and price volatility; 
and (5) globalization and technological change. 



Climate Change & West African Food Systems

• Food systems also have a considerable adverse impact on  

climate change. In West Africa, 23% of greenhouse gas 

emissions come from agriculture, (agricultural production 

stage) (USAID, 2019). Food systems are the largest driver of 

environmental degradation, biodiversity loss, water 

pollution and deforestation (OECD, 2020). 

• Reversely  climate change also poses significant risks to 

food system performance. This is likely to intensify. And will 

affect smallholder farmers and poor or marginalised 

communities, women and youth are facing greater risks 

from exposure to environmental shocks (FOLU, 2019).

• . 



Regional Food Trade: AFCFTA

• AfCFTA to Boost Intra-African Trade in Agriculture

• Inter Africa trade in agricultural products as a percentage of Africa's 
total agricultural trade remains below 20%,. 

• Total trade between African nations was only 2% in the period 2015–
2017, compared with 67% in trade between European countries, 61 
% in Asian countries, and 47%in the Americas, according to UNCTAD.

• One of the goals of AfCFTA is to extend intra Africa trade and reverse 
the secular Africa trade trends of exporting raw materials to, and 
importing manufactured goods from, the rest of the world.. 
According to UNCTAD’s latest report, AfCFTA has created a 1.2 billion 
consumer market the world's largest free trade area.

• It mandated states to remove tariffs and non-tariff barriers in order 
to boost movement of goods and services between nations. 



Regional Food Trade: AFCFTA

• Regional food trade is essential for agricultural growth and 
transformation, food and nutrition security, resilience to 
shocks and broader regional and continental integration.

• The size and importance of intraregional food trade in the 
region is greatly underestimated due to lack of data , but 
ECA/ATPC rates it at around 14% to 15% now.. 

• Relatively high food price differentials across the region 
point to inefficiencies within the regional food market and 
underscore existing opportunities. Despite these 
inefficiencies, regional integration through food trade is 
already a reality. 



AfCFTA: Zoom on Africa’s Exports & Imports

Change in Africa’s exports/imports by main destination/origin with AfCFTA
as compared to baseline (i.e. without AfCFTA) – % – 2045

➢ Relatively moderate increases in Africa global exports/imports hide disparities across 
destination/origin; 

➢ Gains from AfCFTA mainly concentrated in intra-African trade;

➢ AfCFTA to help somewhat reducing Africa's current trade dependence with RoW (today, about 
85% of Africa's trade is with RoW).

Source: ECA&CIREM-CEPII’s calculations based on MIRAGE-e
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AfCFTA: Focus on intra-African trade

Source: ECA (https://uneca.org/sites/default/files/keymessageanddocuments/en_afcfta-infographics-11.pdf)

https://uneca.org/sites/default/files/keymessageanddocuments/en_afcfta-infographics-11.pdf


AfCFTA: Focus on intra-African trade





ZLECAf: Focus sur la République du Bénin

Source: CEA

▪ Like Africa as a whole, Benin would see gains in GDP, output, and trade; with a strong 
concentration of benefits on its trade with its African partners
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▪ In absolute terms: Nearly 2/3 of Benin's export gains to the rest of Africa following the 
implementation of the FTAA would be concentrated in industry;the main beneficiary 
subsectors would be rice (agribusiness), textiles/clothing/leather, 
chemicals/rubber/plastics/pharmaceuticals (industry), and business, transportation, and 
communication services (services).

▪ Benin's customs revenue would decline modestly by 3.5 percent (or US$0.1 billion) in 2045, 
while Benin's welfare would increase slightly. 
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