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Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good morning. It is my pleasure to join this timely Africa WSIS+20 

regional meeting, organized jointly by ECA and the Government of the 

Republic of Benin.  

Just last month, I had the honor of chairing the 28th Session of the 

Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD), 

where we have intensive discussion on WSIS+20 and successfully 

adopted a resolution on WSIS.  

The outcome of the CSTD’s discussion on WSIS +20 will be a major 

contribution to the General Assembly’s 20-year review that will take 

place later this year and will take the relevant decisions about the future 

of the WSIS process.  

 

Update on the CSTD discussion. 

Allow me to begin by highlighting some of the key points that emerged 

from the 28th annual session of the CSTD. 

First, with the transformative power of digital technologies in shaping 

inclusive, resilient national development and economic growth, the 

Commission emphasized the importance of bridging digital divides.  

 



According to data from the International Telecommunication Union 

(ITU), global internet access has increased remarkably, from 12.4% in 

2003 to 64% in 2024. This growth has played a vital role in advancing 

connectivity, digital skills, infrastructure, and inclusivity. However, a 

striking of 2,6 billion people remain offline to this day, particularly in 

the least developed countries and vulnerable groups.     

Second, there were strong calls for aligning the WSIS process with 

other UN cooperation processes. In particular, the Commission 

highlighted the importance of linking the WSIS action lines with the 

Global Digital Compact and the SDGs to ensure coherence, avoid 

duplication, and increase global impact. 

Third, the session also saw broad support for renewing the mandate of 

the Internet Governance Forum (IGF), which was recognized as a key 

platform for inclusive and multistakeholder digital governance. 

Finally, the Commission discussed the importance of addressing 

critical gaps in digital governance, especially in light of the new 

technological realities such as Artificial Intelligence.  

To that end, CSTD has established the Working Group on Data 

Governance as a direct mandate of Article 48 of the Global Digital 

Compact. We recently concluded our first meeting in early May, and 

we aim to submit the group’s report to the 81st session of the General 

Assembly. 

 

WSIS+20 Review 

Ladies and Gentleman, 

Before concluding my remarks, I’d like to briefly share insights from 

the WSIS+20 review conducted by CSTD. The report draws on diverse 

range of input, including the regional consultation held in October 2024 

in Tanzania.   



The report finds that, despite the rapid and unprecedented pace of 

technological innovation since WSIS, significant digital divides persist, 

and the benefits of digital transformation remain unevenly distributed. 

Moreover, the integration of digital technologies into public services 

raises serious concerns regarding data governance, privacy, and 

environmental sustainability.  

Looking ahead, the report outlines strategic priorities to guide the 

future of the information society. These include closing all dimensions 

of the digital divide, developing governance frameworks for emerging 

technologies, and enhancing international cooperation, particularly to 

strengthen the voice of developing countries in global digital 

policymaking.  

I encourage you to raise your voice and collaborate so that information 

technology and data become instruments of sustainable development, 

not sources of exclusion. 

Thank you. I look forward to a rich and productive discussion. 

 

 

 

 


