Policy Seminar

To validate the draft policy paper ‘Exogenous Shocks and Commodity Dependence: how
diversification can fuel Africa’s green economy’

4 July 2023
Large Briefing Room, UNCC, Addis Ababa

Economic transformation is a top priority for African policy makers, with the aim to transition from
exporting primary and lower-value raw materials to higher value processed materials, spurring
linkages to other manufacturing and services sectors across the value chain. The role of the region’s
immense natural resource endowments in fuelling this transition is clear. Following the impact of
COVID-19, figures on export diversification improved for many African countries, often viewed as a
positive step towards this transformation. The policy paper to be discussed during this seminar
examined the drivers behind this diversification, revealing a continued dependence on a new basket
of high-value primary commodities. These trends shed light on the links between the region’s current
commodity dependence and needed policies to spur meaningful value-addition, particularly in the
context of rising mineral demand due to the green transition.

The policy seminar will feature a presentation of preliminary findings on this topic, followed by
responses by a set of experts on these and related topics, and an open discussion. Comments received
will enrich the draft paper and feed into its final iteration as a policy document to be used while
engaging member States, including in ongoing and planned projects, technical cooperation and
capacity building activities.

Agenda:

10:30 Welcoming Remarks
- Nassim Oulmane, Chief, Green and Blue Economy Section, ECA

10:40-11:00 Presentation of policy paper and preliminary findings
- John Sloan, Economic Affairs Officer, ECA

11:00-11:30 Responses by discussants

- Moderator: Oliver Maponga, ECA SRO-SA

- Marit Kitaw, Interim Director, AMDC

- Jewette Masinja, Professor, University of Zambia

- Arthur Kaniki, Professor, Polytechnique University of
Lubumbashi

- Africa Trade Policy Centre, ECA

11:30-12:10 Open Discussion

12:10-12:15 Wrap-up and next steps
- John Sloan

Lunch

Virtual connection is available through
https://uneca.webex.com/uneca/j.php?MTID=m0425b6922ef43324db6e0fladb69368c
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