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Shifting to walking, cycling and using 

public transport in African cities: 

challenges and opportunities



Rapid Urbanization Worldwide: Urban Population 
Projection

Source: United nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2014), World Urbanization Prospects
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More Cities of All Sizes; Fastest Growth in Africa and Asia

Nearly 90 per cent of the 
urban population increase 
will be in Africa and Asia, 
the fastest urbanizing 
global regions. 

Until 2050, African cities 
are projected to be home 
to an additional 950 
million people. 



African Cities are Growing Out Rather Than Up

Lagos Growth Map – source http://futurecapetown.com



Change in Urban Population and Motorization Rate

Source: TUMI



Which pathway to take? Let’s avoid the evolutionary mistakes of 
other cities… and instead leapfrog to sustainable mobility!  

Source: Roger Teoh, Imperial/UCL 2016. UITP data 1995

Decouple economic 

development from 
motorization!



The Avoid-Shift-Improve framework

Source: SLoCaT, 2018

“Logic from Left to Right”: Avoid and Shift strategies can account for 40-
60% of transport emission reductions, and they can be implemented at 
lower costs than Improve strategies. 



SDG 11.2 Africa Overview – Data for 138 Cities 

Share of population with convenient access to public transport (physical proximity to stops)
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* Excludes Middle and 
Southern Asia which have 
limited data points

No of cities in 
sample

Eastern Africa 54
Middle Africa 3
Northern Africa 53
Southern Africa 2
Western Africa 26



Public Transport cities are safer cities  

Source: UITP



Road Safety in the context of transit-oriented 
development 

Source:  UN-Habitat



We need complete streets that cater for all transport 
modes

Source: ITDP



Pedestrians at Risk – “Reclaiming Streets project”

Example: Nairobi Fatalities (2022 NTSA data)



Slower Speed saves lives

Motor vehicle speeds 

above 30 km/h 

significantly increase 

the risk of fatalities

Source: ITDP





Any Questions?

www.unhabitat.org


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Any Questions?

