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Source: National sources, UNDESA WESP mid-2020, UNECA calculations
*Ethiopia and Uganda used fiscal year data 2014/15 to 2019/20

Average GDP Growth Rates (%), 2015 – 2021f
In 2020, the most negatively 
impacted economies were:

Seychelles: -13.4%

South Sudan: -7.2%

Somalia: -3.7%

EA was one of the fastest growing regions before COVID-19
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34 million people in Eastern 
Africa fell into poverty in 2020

Per capita incomes experienced largest decline in the last 50 years 
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Eastern Africa GDP per capita growth (%), 1971 – 2022f

N.B. Calculations done on the basis of 
average poverty reduction elasticities in 
Eastern Africa prior to the crisis



Source: National sources, UNDESA WESP mid-2020, UNECA calculations
*Ethiopia and Uganda used fiscal year data 2014/15 to 2019/20

GDP Growth Rates (%), 2019 and 2020e

Many economies experienced their first contraction in recent years
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9 out of 14 countries in the region 
registered negative GDP growth in 
the sub-region in 2020
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-1%
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-9%

-15%

-23%

-24%

-32%

-49%

Public Administration
Information & Communication
Human Health & Social Work
Livestock
Cash crops
Real Estate Activities
Mining & quarrying
Water
Financial & Insurance
Electricity
Trade & Repairs
Activities of Households
Food crops
Construction
Other Service Activities
Manufacturing
Forestry
Transportation & Storage
Administrative & Support Service
Fishing
Agriculture Support Services
Accommodation & Food Service
Education
Arts, Entertainment & Recreation
Professional, Scientific & Technical

Source: National 
Institute of Statistics 
Rwanda, Bank of Uganda
*Selected sectors 
presented; see report 
for full list

Sectoral composition of growth* (%), 2020e

The economic crisis has had an uneven impact across sectors
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Information & communication

Human health and social work activities

Livestock & livestock products

Metal products, machinery & equipment

Food

Forestry

Public administration and defence; compulsory…

Water & waste management

Manufacturing

Electricity

Chemicals, rubber & plastic products

 Beverages & tobacco

Real estate activities

Food crops

Non-metallic mineral products

Professional, scientific and technical activities

Cultural, domestic & other services

Financial services

Maintenance and repair of motor vehicles

Wholesale & retail trade

Furniture & other manufacturing

Textiles, clothing & leather goods

Construction

Administrative and support service activities

Wood & paper; printing

Export crops

Fishing

Transport services

Mining & quarrying

Education

Hotels & restaurants

Rwanda Uganda

Hospitality and education are consistently among the worse hit sectors, while ICT thrived



Source: National sources (see report)

Visitor Arrivals, September 2019 – latest available month

The global tourism crisis has hit the region hard

Visitor arrival numbers 
have not yet recovered, 

mainly due to 
heightened border 

controls and depressed 
tourism demand

Kenya Seychelles ZanzibarMainland



The pandemic has not been especially inflationary…

Average Annual Inflation Rate (%), 2015 – 2020

Source: UN DESA WESP (mid-2021), IMF WEO (April 2021)

2020 Inflation Rate

Africa

10%

Global

3.2%

…But it has been conducive to 
inflationary pressures in some 
sub-sectors (food, transport, 
etc.) 

(African av. driven by 
Zimbabwe’s hyper-
inflation?)



But global price rises in food are a particular concern…

Source: FAO, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, COMESA 
Note: For food index, 2014–2016 = 100; energy index, 2016 = 100

Meat

Dairy

Cereals

Food Price
Index

24%

Change in indices since 
Jan 2020

Food

Prices in Eastern Africa 
generally rose for:

Transport

Housing

Utilities

Global Food Price Indices, 2018 – August 2021



Merchandise trade recovered strongly in the second half of 2020

Source: IMF DOTS, national sources (see paper)

Merchandise Trade (% annual change), 2020

Exports Imports

Seychelles 41% 6%

Tanzania 21% -10%

Eritrea 19% 8%

Rwanda 14% 11%

Djibouti 14% -2%

Kenya 8% -9%

Uganda 5% -1%

DRC 3% -54%

Ethiopia 1% -10%

Burundi -6% 6%

Somalia -14% 73%

Comoros -20% 8%

Madagascar -23% -22%

South Sudan -56% 12%



Shifts in global commodity prices generally favourable to regional trade in 2020

Commodity Price Indices, % change from 2019 to 2020

Source: UNCTAD
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Yet services trade remains depressed

Source: National sources ()

Services Exports (USD millions), January 2020 – latest month
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Fiscal pressures continue to mount

Overall Fiscal Balance, Excluding Grants  (% of GDP), 2020

Source: IMF WEO (April 2021)
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-1.6

-1.3

Burundi Seychelles Rwanda Comoros Kenya Uganda Madagascar Eritrea Ethiopia South Sudan DR Congo Tanzania Djibouti

Increased fiscal spending and a shrinking tax 
base contributed to a worsening fiscal 

situation in Eastern Africa



Debt levels are rising sharply…

Source: IMF, World Bank

Government Debt (% of GDP), 2020 Total Debt Servicing  (% of exports and primary income), 2019
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55% of GDP- Debt-
Sustainability Framework 
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An additional concern: 
Chinese debt – e.g. 
Ethiopia (USD 11 billion, 
32%) and Kenya (USD 7 
billion, 22%. About 50% of 
Beijing’s lending not 
reported officially 



Inbound financial flows did not behave as expected

Source: UNCTAD, OECD stat, national sources (see report)

Global ODA Flows

2020 Trends in Main Foreign Financial Inflows

Remittances

Remittances fell in some countries and were resilient in others
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• Overall FDI into East Africa declined by 14%

• Tourism sector FDI project numbers declined by 67%

• Communications sector cross-border capital investments grew by 41%

Attracting FDI has become more challenging…
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Country

Cases per 
million

Deaths per 
million Total cases Total deaths

Fully 
Vaccinated %

Note: Most figures as at 21 October 2021; Vaccination data as at 20 Oct (Africa, Global), 18 Oct (Comoros, Ethiopia, Kenya), 17 Oct (Somalia, South Sudan), 15 Oct (Rwanda, Seychelles), 14 October (Uganda), 13 Oct (Tanzania), 8 Oct (DRC) and 30 Sept (Djibouti) 
Source: WHO, Our World in Data

Containment measures have led 
most of Eastern Africa to relatively 
low COVID-19 infection and death 

rates

Eastern Africa rates of incidence and 
death are significantly lower than 

the continental and global averages

EA has lower incidence of COVID-19 cases compared to rest of Africa

Recorded COVID-19 Cases and Deaths (total and per million), as of 21 October 2021

However the COVID-19 delta 
variant has been driving a third 

infectious wave



The Gender Dimension of the Covid-19 Impact is overlooked…

68%

61% 61%
59%

74% 75%
73%

32%

39% 39%
41%
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24%
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Djibouti Ethiopia Kenya Rwanda Somalia South Sudan Uganda

Cases (% male) Cases (% female)

Source: The Sex, Gender and Covid-19 Project (2021) *on the basis of the latest available gender-disaggregated data

https://globalhealth5050.org/the-sex-gender-and-covid-19-project/dataset/


Economic recovery is partially dependent on attaining high vaccination rates 

Seychelles: 80%
Rwanda: 75%

Kenya: 60%

South Sudan: 45%
Somalia: 44%
Madagascar: 44%
Uganda: 42%
Ethiopia: 41%
Comoros: 41%
Tanzania: 40%

Djibouti: 19%
DR Congo: 10%

Source: WHO (October 2020)

Ratio of Vaccines Administered over Vaccines Received, September 2021



Pre-Covid-19 spending on public health extremely low in East Africa

Note: Continental average is as of 2015
Source: Global Health Expenditure database 

Public Health Expenditure per capita (USD), 2017 Public Health Resource Density, latest year available

Note: Latest available statistics are from 2006 – 2018
Source: World Health Statistics, Global Health Expenditure database 

Doctors per 1000 population Hospital beds per 1000 population



School closures affecting 96 million learners in Eastern Africa

Share of Female and Young Students Among Total Impacted by School Closures

Note: Except for the Eastern Africa point, country bubbles are sized by the total number of students impacted
Source: UNESCO, UNICEF, World Bank

Across all affected learners in 
Eastern Africa,

49% are female, and
79% are primary school-aged or 

younger

… slowing progress to SDG4 …

Female 
share

Primary or 
younger 

share



Governments responding with short-term social protection

Examples of COVID-19 Support in Eastern Africa

DR CONGO
Free water and electricity to 

households for 2 months

SEYCHELLES
Guaranteeing private sector jobs 
and a programme paying up to 6 
months salaries for many 
redundant workers

KENYA
Reduced the max. individual tax rate from 
30% to 25%; granted full tax relief for gross 

incomes under KES 24,000 monthly

DJIBOUTI
Cash transfers, food distribution, 

etc. to vulnerable populations

RWANDA
Leveraging local government network 
to identify families in most need for 
food and other essential items
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Policy Recommendations – for discussion…

1
Accelerating roll-out of Covid-19 vaccinations

2
Aligning health services with regional priorities

3
Moving towards universal health care 
and social protection

4
Maintaining crucial infrastructure projects

5
Extending emergency support measures

6
Accelerating digitalisation

7
Improving food security

8
Accelerating implementation of the AfCFTA



Implementing the AfCFTA can contribute to regional economic recovery

Status of AfCFTA Ratification as of 22 October 2021

Source: TRALAC

Ratified

In Process

Signed

Growing evidence that regional 
trade has been more resilient than 
extra-regional trade during the 
crisis e.g. Nicita and Saygali (2021) 
and AERC/ECA/TMEA (2021) 


