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UNCTAD’s mandate — Trade and Development

v UN body responsible for dealing with
economic and sustainable development
Issues with a focus on trade, finance,

@ »
u N CTADH investment and technology - Prosperity for All;
v' 195 members;

at a glance

v' Think, Debate, Deliver - to assist developing
countries in better participating in the global
economy;

2 UNCTAD facts and figures
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UNCTAD Inter-governmental Machinery

UNCTAD MINISTERIAL CONFERENCES -
EVERY 4 YEARS

UNCTAD XV, Bridgetown, Barbados-Geneva,
Switzerland, 2021
Ministerial Declaration = BRIDGETOWN COVENANT

3 Major Global Challenges
|. inequality and vulnerability;

ll. climate change and environmental degradation;

lll. digital divide and uneven digitalization

4 Areas of Transformation for a more resilient
inclusive and sustainable world:
|. Transforming economies through
diversification
ll. Transforming to a more sustainable and
resilient economy
lll. Transforming how development is financed
IV.Transforming multilateralism
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Thes paper corsadors whother tado in rogional trada agroements has shown moro
resbence durnng the COVID 19 downfum. Uking an econometnc approach where a
set ol fixed effect controls for countries’ specific characteristics, kSosyncratic
shocks and pobicy fesporses, thes paper finds that trasde within Trade agroaments
was relatively more resiient against the giobal trade collapse of 2020, The analysis
also finds that the lovel of intogration mattars. Doop rogional trado agreoments
have provided redativedy befter stabiy against the global shock. Importantly, the
results show some heterogeneity across developing and developed countries as
well as across the developing countries' regions.
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KEY POINTS

« FExport potential under the African Continental Free Trade Area is heavily concentrated in three major

exporters: Fgypt, Morocco and South Africa. The 33 least developed countries in Africa account for only o s

16 per cent of the expart patential . Ezabeth Gachur African Continental Free
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Competition Protocol?
Export potential under the African ® Executive summary

The goal of African regional integration and economic freedom is nearing

Continental Free Trade Area: Limited E%@:@Eﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ oy
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in Africa? e e
their fit within the AFCFTA, slong with the opportunities and challenges
they present to this process. Finally. it includes a brief on the effects of
COVID-19 heatth erisis to competition enforcement. the rale of UNCTAD
and it ends with 3 conclusion and way forward.
Free trade under the African Continental Free Trade Area commenced In January
2021. Countries agreed to remove tariffs on 90 per cent of goods, progressively
liberalize trade in services and eliminate non-tariff barriers, to improve regional
cohesion, create a single large African market and promote gross domestic product

(GDP) growth through trade. With the objective of guiding feasible policies and Key words: regional integration, AICFTA, compailion protical, markel.
sectoral strategies at the national and regional levels, this policy brief highlights how )
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https://lunctad.org/topic/trade-agreements
https://lunctad.org/topic/trade-and-environment
https://lunctad.org/topic/trade-analysis
https://lunctad.org/topic/commodities
https://lunctad.org/Topic/Competition-and-Consumer-Protection

https://lunctad.org/topic/gender-equality
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