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Africa must and can develop 
better
Africa should make a swift recovery 
from the COVID-19 pandemic to 
accelerate progress on sustainable 
development and build an inclu-
sive pathway to achieving the 2030 
Agenda and Agenda 2063, Dep-
uty Prime Minister of the Repub-
lic of Congo, Firmin Ayessa, said 
Wednesday.

Describing conditions caused by 
COVID-19 as unprecedented, Mr. 
Ayessa said the health and econom-
ic situation in Africa has been se-
verely impacted by the pandemic, 
making it urgent for the continent 
to build back better and greener. 

“My country is now a leader in the 
fight against climate change and as 
proof our country is at the front of 
the establishment of the Blue Fund 
for the Congo Basin which has the 
objective to redefine the founda-
tion for collaborative economies 
which include rational exploitation 
of forest and sustainable manage-
ment of water, coastal areas, the 
Congo river and its tributaries,” he 
told delegates at the Seventh Afri-
ca Regional Forum for Sustainable 
Development (ARFSD), which was 
officially opened Wednesday by 
President Denis Sassou Nguesso. 

The regional Forum seeks to in-
tegrate and review progress made 
in the implementation of the global 
2030 Agenda and Africa’s Agenda 
2063.

Speaking at the same event, Ar-
lette Soudan-Nonault, Republic of 
Congo’s Tourism and Environment 

Minister, and incoming Chair of the 
Seventh Session of the ARFSD said 
Africa needs a sustainable devel-
opment model to achieve the 2030 
Agenda and the Agenda 2063.
Reconstructing post COVID

In her message to the Forum, 
United Nations Deputy Secre-
tary-General, Amina Mohammed, 
bemoaned that COVID-19 threat-
ened decades of development pro-
gress and set back Africa’s plans to 
deliver on the SDGs. 

Ms. Mohamed said this was the 
time to leverage Africa’s capacities 
and potential for Africa’s 226 million 
young people to chart a new direc-
tion with the 2030 Agenda and the 
2063 Agenda as guidelines.

“As we listen to the voices of the 
world’s young people, the time has 
come to make peace with nature 
and this means developing a just 
economic model which means em-
bracing renewable energy, green 

and resilience infrastructure and 
inclusive digitalization that protects 
natural resources,” said Mohamed. 

Addressing the Forum, ECA 
Executive Secretary, Vera Songwe, 
noted that Africa would need to 
replace and rebuild a stronger and 
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tary (right)  speaking during the Seventh Africa Regional Forum for Sustainable Development
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Panellists call on Africa to adopt 
greener pathways for development
The Economic Commission for Af-
rica (ECA) is supporting the African 
Union Commission (AUC) in final-
izing the African Climate Change 
Strategy (2020-2030). James 
Murombedzi of the ECA’s African 
Climate Policy Centre (ACPC), said 
this at the on-going 7th Session of 
the African Regional Forum for 
Sustainable Development (ARFSD) 
currently taking place in Brazzaville, 
Republic of Congo. 

“The African Climate Change 
Strategy 2020-2030 is designed to 
be a framework to guide climate 
actions in member States towards 
low carbon emissions develop-
ment.” Mr. Murombedzi said. “The 
continent must embark on adopt-
ing green pathways for economic 
growth. This is necessary as climate 
change is disruptive on national 
economies, ecosystems and liveli-
hoods.” 

Mr. Murombedzi, who made a 
keynote presentation at the Climate 
Action forum, noted that climate 
change was directly impacting on 
Africa’s ability to realize sustaina-
ble development goals (SDGs) and 
Africa’s development framework as 
envisaged in Agenda 2063.  

He went on to enumerate on 
some of the challenges to be ad-
dressed to cushion the continent 
from adverse climate effects, includ-
ing integrating climate information 
services into the continent’s devel-
opment processes, engagement of 
all stakeholders, securing adequate 
means to implementation for tran-
sition into low emissions pathways 
and ensuring major emitters step 
up their climate ambitions.

Mr. Murombedzi also urged the 
continent to adopt climate smart 
interventions, which will generate 
decent and sustainable green and 
blue jobs.  His sentiments come 
in the wake of the ECA’s launch of 
the Building Forward for an African 

Green Recovery Report, which pro-
vides an evidence-based roadmap 
for the continent to embrace clean 
energy sources as a recovery path-
way in post-COVID-19 continental 
build forward better strategy. 

Speaking at the same forum, 
James Kinyangi of the African De-
velopment Bank (AfDB) noted that 
the multilateral development bank 
was going to double its climate fi-
nance of $12.5bn in its 2016-2020 
timeframe to $25bn in the period 
2021-2025. According to Mr. Kin-
yangi, the AfDB is opening up sev-
eral financing portfolios to ensure 
Africa’s low-carbon and climate re-
silient development ambitions are 
adequately boosted. 

Germain Mpassi, the Direc-
tor-General for Sustainable Devel-
opment of the Republic of Congo’s 
Ministry of Tourism and Environ-
ment, noted that “Africa has its role 
to play in the attainment of the Par-
is Agreement’s goals.” Highlight-
ing the importance of the Congo 
Basin’s peatlands, he illustrated the 
measures undertaken to support 
peatland communities and also 
protecting these critical forests. Mr. 
Mpassi who chaired the session, 
which was hosted by Mami Mizutori, 

the special representative of the UN 
Secretary General on Disaster, Risk 
Reduction, explained measures tak-
en by his government to harness 
the Congo Basin as a veritable car-
bon sink and a global asset in curb-
ing emissions. 

Morocco’s Razi Bozekri, who 
serves as Director of Climate 
Change, Biodiversity, and Green 
Economy, outlined the clean en-
ergy trajectory undertaken by the 
Moroccan government in transiting 
to renewable energies through the 
use of solar and wind. Morocco’s 
Noor Ouarzazate Solar Complex, 
which was connected to Morocco’s 
main grid in 2016, is among Afri-
ca’s success stories of clean energy 
adoption. The AfDB, among other 
partners, were involved in making 
this green clean energy quest a re-
ality. 

Mr. Bozekri also recalled the 
establishment of the three African 
climate commissions namely; Sahel 
Regional Commission; Congo Basin 
Commission and the Commission of 
Island States. He acknowledged the 
strides made by these three com-
missions in supporting continental 
efforts to address climate change 

Continued on page 3
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L’Afrique est exhortée à garantir 
des modes de consommation et de 
production durables
La mise en œuvre de l’Objectif de 
développement durable numéro 12 
sur la consommation et la produc-
tion durables est importante car 
elle recoupe tous les autres ODD et 
aide les pays à réaliser des plans de 
développement globaux, à réduire 
les futurs coûts économiques, envi-
ronnementaux et sociaux, renforcer 
la compétitivité économique et ré-
duire la pauvreté.

C’est ce que déclare ce mercre-
di, le Directeur de la Division de la 
technologie, du changement clima-
tique et de la gestion des ressources 
naturelles, de la Commission éco-
nomique pour l’Afrique (CEA), M. 
Jean-Paul Adam, lors d’une réunion 
parallèle au 7ème Forum régional 
africain pour le développement du-
rable (FRADD) en cours.

Il dit que l’Afrique doit faire da-
vantage pour garantir des modes 
de consommation et de production 
durables.

M. Adam appelle les pays afri-
cains et leurs partenaires à inves-
tir de manière significative dans la 
recherche et à moderniser les ou-
tils technologiques pour éviter les 
écueils d’une production et d’une 
consommation non durables. Il ap-
pelle également le continent à faire 
plus pour protéger ses océans.

« Il est nécessaire de traduire les 
souhaits exprimés dans l’ODD12 
en actions concrètes », affirme M. 
Adam, de la CEA.

Pour sa part, la Directrice régio-
nale du Programme des Nations 
Unies pour l’environnement (PNUE) 
pour l’Afrique, Juliette Biao Koude-
noukpo, exhorte la CEA à prendre 
l’initiative d’engager un dialogue 
avec la Commission de l’Union afri-
caine (CUA) sur les décisions clés 
qui ont été prises au niveau conti-
nental mais restent à mettre en 
œuvre.

De telles recommandations, dit-
elle, peuvent aider à résoudre cer-
taines des questions débattues au 
Forum. Par exemple, Mme Koude-
noukpo fait remarquer l’incapacité 
des États membres de l’UA à mettre 
en œuvre une résolution les appe-
lant à consacrer au moins 15% de 
leur Produit intérieur brut (PIB) à la 
santé d’ici 2020.

« La COVID-19 a montré la fra-
gilité des États africains dans ce 
domaine », dit-elle, ajoutant que le 
développement durable en Afrique 
a été gravement entravé par la pan-
démie.

Le Directeur régional du PNUE 
reconnaît que des progrès significa-
tifs ont été accomplis dans la mise 
en œuvre de l’ODD 12, mais ajoute 
qu’il reste encore à faire, en particu-
lier en ce qui concerne l’accès des 

femmes et des petits exploitants 
agricoles à la terre.

Le Représentant du Maroc, M. 
Ben Yahia, a fait une présentation 
sur la mise en œuvre de l’ODD 12 
dans son pays.

Le Coordonnateur sous-régional 
pour l’Afrique de l’Est et Représen-
tant de l’Organisation des Nations 
Unies pour l’alimentation et l’agri-
culture (FAO) auprès de la CUA 
et de la CEA, M. Chimimba David 
Phiri, déclare que le continent peut 
faire mieux en essayant d’assurer 
des modes de consommation et de 
production durables.

Le thème du 7ème FRADD est 
«  Mieux construire l’avenir : Vers 
une Afrique résiliente et verte pour 
la réalisation du Programme 2030 et 
de l’Agenda 2063 ».  

Panellists call on Africa... (cont. from page  2)

that were firmed during the African 
Action Summit led by Morocco’s 
King Mohammed VI on the margins 
of COP22 held in Marrakech. 

Climate financing and digitiza-
tion of climate information systems 
as well as access in the continent 
featured prominently in the live-

ly session that was also addressed 
by Mithika Mwenda of the leading 
continental climate civil society um-
brella body, the Pan African Climate 
Justice Alliance (PACJA), and Chin-
ma George from Nigeria who rep-
resented the youth. 
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Africa urged to ensure sustainable 
consumption and production patterns
Implementing sustainable develop-
ment goal number 12 on sustaina-
ble consumption and production 
is important as it cuts across all the 
other SDGs and assists countries to 
achieve overall development plans, 
reduce future economic, environ-
mental and social costs, strengthen 
economic competitiveness and re-
duce poverty.

This was said Wednesday by the 
Director of Technology, Climate 
Change and Natural Resources 
Management Division of the Eco-
nomic Commission for Africa (ECA), 
Mr. Jean-Paul Adam, during a paral-
lel meeting at the ongoing 7th Afri-
can Regional Forum for Sustainable 
Development (ARFSD).

He said Africa needs to do more 
to ensure sustainable consumption 
and production patterns. 

Mr. Adam pleaded with coun-
tries on the continent and partners 
to significantly invest in research 
and modernize technological tools 
to avoid the pitfalls of unsustaina-
ble production and consumption. 
He also called on the continent to 
do more to protect its oceans.

“It is necessary to translate the 
wishes expressed in the SDG12 into 
concrete actions,” the ECA Director 
said. 

For her part, the Regional Direc-
tor of the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP) for Africa, 
Juliette Biao Koudenoukpo, urged 
the ECA to take the lead in initiat-
ing dialogue with the African Union 

Commission (AUC) on key decisions 
that have been taken at continental 
level but remained to be imple-
mented.

Such recommendations, she 
said, can help address some of the 
issues being discussed at the Fo-
rum. For example, Ms. Koudenouk-
po noted the failure by AU member 
States to implement a resolution 
calling on them to spend at least 
15% of their Gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) on health by 2020.

“COVID-19 has shown the fra-
gility of African states in this area,” 
she said, adding sustainable devel-
opment in Africa had been severely 
hampered by the pandemic.

The UNEP Regional Director 
acknowledged that significant pro-
gress had been made in the imple-
mentation of SDG12, but added 

more remained to be done, espe-
cially regarding women and small-
holder farmers’ access to land.

The Representative of Morocco, 
Mr. Ben Yahia, gave a presentation 
on the implementation of SDG12 in 
his country.

The Sub-Regional Coordinator 
for East Africa and Representative 
of the Food and Agriculture Organ-
ization of the United Nations (FAO) 
to the AUC and ECA, Mr. Chimim-
ba David Phiri, said the continent 
could do better in trying to ensure 
sustainable consumption and pro-
duction patterns.

The theme of the 7th ARFSD 
is “Building forward better: to-
wards a resilient and green Africa 
to achieve the 2030 Agenda and 
Agenda 2063.” 

Mr. Jean-Paul Adam, Director of Technology, Climate Change and Natural Resources 
Management Division of the Economic Commission for Africa, during a parallel meeting at the 

ongoing Seventh African Regional Forum for Sustainable Development.
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African Policymakers Advised to Invest in 
Science, Technology and Innovation for Labor 
Market Competitiveness
The African labour market is marked 
by skills mismatch, especially in the 
informal sector. One out of every 
three working-age persons in Africa 
lacks the necessary skills to secure a 
decent job or achieve high produc-
tivity. 

To address that challenge, a 
call to build the capacity of higher 
learning and technical schools as 
institutions that must be leading in 
science, technology and innovation 
was made at the ongoing seventh 
session of the African Regional Fo-
rum on Sustainable Development 
(ARFSD) which is being held from 
March 1 to 4, in Brazzaville (Congo).

Ms Christina Duarte, Special Ad-
viser on Africa to UN SecretaryGen-
eral said that science and technol-
ogy is an enabler that has proved 
efficient in turning the COVID-19 
disruptions into opportunities and to 
strengthen the human capital.

According to Hubert Gijzen, UN-
ESCO Regional Director for Southern 
Africa, almost 50 per cent of universi-
ty graduates in Africa fail to get a job 
that corresponds to their studies. 

Gijzen said that creating a culture 
of innovation and entrepreneurship 
among the students, the necessity to 
invest in quality education in science 

and technology and the need for col-
laboration are all important address 
the problem of the labour market. 

“We need to put the best brains 
together and to share knowledge 
and information to overcome the im-
mense challenges we are facing”, he 
noted.

Ms Hendrina Chalwe Doroba, Di-
vision Manager, Education, Human 
Capital and Employment at African 
Development Bank Group (AfDB) 
said that there is a critical need for 
policymakers to ensure that we have 
the right skills needed if we are to ac-
tively contribute to the development 
of the sustainable solutions of our 
continent.

“The COVID -19 pandemic inten-
sified the need for Africa to invest in 
science and technology and innova-
tion for the continent to be able to 
develop homegrown solutions for 
our local challenges” explained Ms 
Doroba.

Ms Wilhemina Quaye, the Director 
for the Science and Technology Poli-
cy Research Institute of the Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research 
in Ghana stressed the need to have 
a very strong youth and gender per-
spective in thinking and planning as 
science, technology and innovation 

are mainstreamed in all the sectorial 
policies. 

Ms Quaye said that science, tech-
nology and innovation could be lev-
eraged as an answer to address most 
of the developmental challenges on 
the continent if adequate financing 
and effective coordination between 
the private sector and research insti-
tutions are in place.

Experts were discussing at a 
roundtable panel on leveraging sci-
ence, technology, innovation and dig-
ital transformation for a resilient and 
sustainable recovery from the COV-
ID-19 crisis and realising the decade 
of action in Africa was organized  

Ms Christina Duarte, Special Adviser on 
Africa to UN Secretary General
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Plaidoyer pour un financement 
massif de la recherche en Afrique
Le Directeur de la Division de la 
technologie, du changement clima-
tique et de la gestion des ressourc-
es naturelles, de la Commission 
économique pour l’Afrique (CEA), 
M. Jean-Paul Adam, estime que 
«  l’ODD12 est le plus transversal 
des ODD ». 

Il intervenait ce mercredi 3 mars 
2021, lors de la réunion parallèle sur 
le sous-thème : «  Consommation 
et production durables », (en réfé-
rence à l’objectif 12 des Objectifs 
de développement durable), orga-
nisé dans le cadre de la septième 
session du Forum régional africain 
pour le développement durable 
(FRAAD).

Le 7ème FRAAD a pour thème 
«  Mieux construire l’avenir : Vers 
une Afrique résiliente et verte pour 
la réalisation du Programme 2030 
et de l’Agenda 2063 ».

Jean-Paul Adam plaide pour 
un investissement financier consé-
quent dans la recherche en Afrique, 
la modernisation des outils tech-
nologiques, une corrélation entre 
la production non durable et la 
consommation et une meilleure 
protection des océans.   

« Il est nécessaire de traduire en 
actes concrets les souhaits expri-
més dans les ODD12  », plaide le 
Directeur de la Division de la tech-
nologie, du changement climatique 
et de la gestion des ressources na-
turelles de la CEA. 

Pour sa part, la Directrice régio-
nale du Programme des Nations 
Unies pour l’environnement (PNUE) 
pour l’Afrique, Juliette Biao Koude-

noukpo, invite la Commission écono-
mique de l’Afrique (CEA) à prendre 
les devants en initiant un dialogue 
avec la Commission de l’Union afri-
caine (CUA), sur des questions clés 
liées à la mise en œuvre concrète 
des décisions et résolutions adop-
tées au niveau continental et qui 
restent toujours sans suite. 

«  La plupart des recommanda-
tions formulées par les hautes ins-
tances continentales ne semblent 
pas toujours être orientées vers des 
actions concrètes. Très souvent, on 
signale ce qui doit être fait, mais 
là où on échoue, c’est lorsque l’on 
doit dire qui doit le faire et quand 
cela doit être fait », dit Mme Juliette 
Biao Koudenoukpo. 

Elle donne en exemple la non 
mise en œuvre de la résolution 
de l’UA demandant aux États 
membres de consacrer, d’ici à 2020, 
au moins 15 % de leur Produit inté-
rieur brut (PIB) à la santé.

«  La Covid-19 a montré les li-
mites de la fragilité des États afri-

cains dans ce domaine. Le dévelop-
pement durable en Afrique a été 
gravement entravé par la pandémie 
de COVID-19 », fait remarquer la 
Directrice régionale du PNUE.

Mme Juliette Biao Koudenoukpo 
reconnaît que des avancées no-
tables sont notées dans la mise en 
œuvre de l’ODD12, mais que des 
progrès restent à faire, surtout dans 
l’accès au foncier pour les femmes 
et les petits exploitants.

L’évènement a notamment enre-
gistré les interventions du représen-
tant du Maroc, M. Ben Yahia qui a 
fait un exposé sur la mise en œuvre 
de l’ODD12 dans son pays

Le Coordonnateur sous régional 
pour l’Afrique de l’Est et Représen-
tant de l’Organisation des Nations 
Unies pour l’alimentation et l’agri-
culture (FAO) auprès de l’UA et de 
la CEA, M. Chimimba David Phiri, 
pour sa part, indique que le conti-
nent peut réaliser de «  meilleures 
résultats » dans la mise en œuvre 
de l’ODD12.  
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COVID 19 has made it very clear 
that data are power
Data and statistics are the lifeblood 
of development planning. Without 
accurate, timely data, development 
planning and implementation is a 
shot in the dark. 

A panel discussion at the 7th 
Africa Regional Forum on Sustaina-
ble Development heard how Africa 
needs to invest in timely and qual-
ity statistics and analysis to better 
implement various programmes to 
achieve the SDGs.  But often this is 
not the case and can Africa do bet-
ter? Yes, believes Mr. David  Ever-
att, Chair of the  Statistics Council 
in South Africa, who participated in 
the panel discussion. He shares per-
spectives on why quality data and 
straight statistics are good for de-
velopment planning and decision 
making:
ECA:  Do we really need statisti-
cal data?

Mr. Everatt: You don’t, but gov-
ernment does. Where is the right 
place to invest, who is showing 
high need - hunger, health, what-
ever - is this intervention working 
or having perverse outcomes - you 
can certainly do small scale quali-
tative studies, but they are not rep-
resentative and you need accurate, 
representative stats to know what 
to do.

It is commonly accepted now 
whether you are in business or 
government, the most important 
commodity now is data. It is what 
people are paying the most for and 
what people are harvesting left right 
and centre. It can be used for bad 
purposes like Cambridge Analytica 
tried to do in unethical behaviour. It 
can be used for promotional behav-
iour like what people are buying, 
what they eat and where they go. 
The notion that we cannot do with-
out data is unthinkable. We cannot 
ignore data.
Is there difference between data 
and statistics?

Statistics is one way of manipu-
lating data.
What is the role of data and sta-
tistics in development planning?

You’d normally use qualitative 
and quantitative data in planning, 
to ensure that your plans match 
what local communities/beneficiar-
ies want, unless you want a horrible 
mismatch and resultant wastage.
There are fears that data from Af-
rica are not reliable, could this be 
an exaggeration?

There are mistakes made in 
data gathering in every country of 
the world and would not see that 
Africa is somehow worse or better 
than anywhere else. Other plac-
es are probably more advanced 
in terms of the collection of dig-
ital data. All over the world data 
are subject to manipulation and I 
do not see Africa is worse off. We 
have battled to get the technol-
ogy working as fast as the rest of 
the world. 
What can we learn from the South 
African experience?

The Statistics Council does noth-
ing but advise and Statistics South 
Africa (Stats SA) does the work. We 
are there to verify statistics, they 
gather and analyse it and we sign 

off on it. Stats SA had started on 
what was a five-year strategy to go 
digital, some of that was relative-
ly easy for anyone who can link up 
data sets, for example, we are able 
to get live time data in real time. 
We were heading down that path 
and we thinning about the implica-
tions of going digital and COVID hit 
and we could not use field workers. 
Stats SA had to pivot really quickly.
Data and statistics have bandied 
about in discussions about SDGS 
and COVID19 pandem-
ic, what insights can we 
gain from using data and 
statistics?

COVID 19 has made it very clear 
that data are power. Learn to sepa-
rate headlines from properly gath-
ered, verified, analysed and care-
fully reported statistical analysis. 
Try and avoid anything that looks 
rushed, or headline-grabbing (often 
the modellers) or overtly political, 
such as the vaccine deniers etc. 
Do we need new models of data 
collection in the light of COV-
ID19?

Absolutely. Fieldworkers are 
now perceived as vectors of dis-
ease - so a population in lockdown, 

Continued on page 10

http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=332
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Les pays africains exhortés à 
construire des systèmes de santé 
résilients au climat
La nouvelle pandémie de coronavi-
rus a révélé des fragilités énormes 
dans le système de prestation de 
soins de santé en Afrique, avec les 
participants au 7ème Forum afr-
icain de développement pour le 
développement durable (ARFSD) 
en cours appelant le continent à 
commencer à construire des sys-
tèmes de soins de santé résilients 
au climat pour relever les défis de 
l’avenir.

Contribuant au débat, Dr 
Matshidiso Moeti, Directrice ré-
gionale de l’OMS pour l’Afrique, 
fait remarquer que la pandémie a 
sérieusement entravé la prestation 
de soins de santé sur le continent, 
avec les confinements et la ferme-
ture des frontières affectant la circu-
lation des biens et des services, ce 
qui a entrainé des répercussions sur 
la fourniture de produits et services 
de santé.

Dr Humphrey Karamagi, du 
Bureau régional de l’OMS pour 
l’Afrique, quant à lui, donne un 
aperçu de l’ODD3 qui a pour ob-
jectif d’assurer une vie saine et de 
promouvoir le bien-être de tous à 
tout âge.

Il indique que la COVID-19 per-
turbait d’autres services qui à leur 
tour, affectaient le bien-être des 
populations. Dr Karamagi ajoute 
que les services de santé sexuelle 
et génésique pour les femmes ont 
également été touchés avec celles-
ci n’ayant pas accès aux services de 
santé sexuelle et génésique en rai-
son de la pandémie.

Les effets, dit-il, ont également 
affecté le personnel de santé, car 
les praticiens ont été infectés par le 
virus, laissant le continent avec un 
personnel de santé insuffisant pour 
aider à combattre la pandémie.

La longue fermeture des écoles, 
affirme-t-il, aura un effet à long 

terme sur la santé, 
même si la pan-
démie a conduit à 
une amélioration de 
l’hygiène person-
nelle car les gens 
se lavent désormais 
fréquemment les 
mains.

Alors que la pan-
démie a révélé les 
inégalités en ma-
tière d’accès à la 
santé et d’accès à 
l’information, il est 
temps d’aller vers 
des soins de santé universels, d’ap-
pliquer des approches intersec-
torielles et de construire des sys-
tèmes de santé résilients au climat, 
déclare-t-il.

« Nous devons commencer à 
penser à des systèmes de santé ré-
silients au climat », dit-il.

Dr Maha El Rabbat, Envoyé spé-
cial du Directeur général de l’OMS 
pour la COVID-19, notant que si des 
progrès ont été réalisés sur le front 
de la santé, au cours des dernières 
années ces progrès, ont été affec-
tés par l’épidémie de COVID-19. La 
pandémie a ajouté aux défis déjà 
existants en Afrique des systèmes 
de santé tels que les disparités et 
les inégalités.

« Ces défis ont souligné la fragili-
té et la disponibilité des services de 
santé, et personne n’est en sécuri-

té tant que tout le monde ne l’est 
pas », déclare-t-elle.

Elle dit que les pays africains 
doivent s’attaquer aux inégalités 
et doivent avoir une nouvelle vi-
sion pour pouvoir bâtir plus solide 
à l’avenir.

Dans sa contribution, Julitta 
Onabanjo, du FNUAP, indique que 
la COVID-19 a mis l’accent sur les 
soins de santé primaires et les ser-
vices d’urgence sur le continent. 
Elle appelle à un accès universel 
accéléré à des services complets de 
santé génésique pour les femmes.

Les membres du panel 
conviennent qu’il est nécessaire 
que les pays africains s’orientent 
vers l’intégration, la résilience et la 
construction d’un système de santé 
adapté aux objectifs. 

and in fear of infection, is not go-
ing to welcome a stranger into their 
house. We are currently doing all 
fieldwork outside, under gazebos 
etc., as we gather call phone num-
bers to switch to CATI (computer 
aided telephone interview).

What advice would you give for 
African countries in terms of in-
vesting in data collection tools?

Get ahead of the technolo-
gy curve and make sure we are 
equipped - if not, the private sector, 
which has its own interests at heart, 
will dominate the field. 

COVID 19 has made it very clear ... (cont. from page 7)
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more resilient health care system 
following the COVID-19 pandemic.

The ECA has been working with 
the African Union Commission, the 
Africa Centres for Disease Control, 
Afreximbank and other partners 
through the African Vaccine Ac-
quisition Task Team to help African 
countries to secure vaccines to tack-
le COVID-19 with over 500 million 
doses having been sourced so far. 

Africa seeks to vaccinate 60 % 
of the population to achieve herd 
immunity, a feat estimated to cost 
over 20% of GDP of most countries. 

“Africa is facing its first reces-
sion in 25 years as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the relat-
ed economic consequences,” Ms. 
Songwe said, calling for massive do-
mestic resource mobilisation for the 
continent to respond to the health, 
climate and economic crises. 

“But with the right policies and 
strong effective multilateral system 
reset, Africa can recover well from 
the triple crises of climate, health 
and economy to build forward very 
resilient economies.”

Urging for a reset of economic 
models within a transformed mul-
tilateral development framework, 
the ECA Chief called for an exten-
sion of Debt Service Suspension 
Initiative (DSSI) to beyond end of 
2021 so African countries can have 
extra liquidity to respond to the 
pandemic. 

For the recovery and investment 
in transformative green actions, we 
need additional issuances of Spe-
cial Drawing Rights (SDRs), includ-
ing on-lending and the creation of 
more affordable financial vehicles 
for Africa, Ms. Songwe emphasized, 
pointing to the need for blended 
finance and opportunities for debt 
swaps and SDG Bonds. 

Outgoing chair of the 6th ARFSD 
Bureau and Zimbabwe’s Labour 
and Social Welfare Minister, Paul 
Mavima, said Africa has made sub-
stantial but insufficient progress 
in implementing SDGs. It needs 
to redouble efforts, especially on 

goals relating to poverty alleviation, 
health, decent work and economic 
growth. 

“Despite the challenges there is 
need for resilience in Africa in order 
to build forward better,” Mr. Ma-
vima told the Forum, highlighting 
that COVID-19 has worsened the 
implementation of the 2030 Agen-
da and Agenda 2063.

The biggest accelerator to the 
finishing line is changing the mind-
sets of our people for the need to 
develop local solutions, he said, 
calling on Africans to own their de-
velopment agenda and optimise 
resource mobilisation because Afri-
ca has the resources to achieve the 
2030 and 2063 Agendas.

“Africa should use its capital 
and human resources to develop 
its own medical solutions, includ-

ing production of vaccines given 
the vaccine nationalism that we are 
witnessing. It is in that regard that I 
call for the equitable distribution of 
vaccines irrespective of the political 
and economic considerations of a 
country.”

The opening ceremony was 
capped by the signing of a partner-
ship framework between the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Congo 
and the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa (ECA) for the 
creation of the African Centre for 
Research on Artificial Intelligence 
(CARIA) within the University Denis 
SASSOU NGUESSO.

The ARFSD is being held under 
the theme: “Building forward bet-
ter: Towards a resilient and green 
Africa to achieve the 2030 Agenda 
and Agenda 2063”. 

Africa must and can develop better... (cont. from page 1)

High level participants of the Forum (top) and signing of a partnership framework between 
the Government of the Republic of Congo and the United Nations Economic Commission for 

Africa for the creation of the African Centre for Research on Artificial Intelligence within the 
University Denis SASSOU NGUESSO
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