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Miishe ADDY 

 
Dede Miishe Addy is co-Founder and CEO of Jetstream Africa, the continent's cross-border 
logistics technology company headquartered in Tema. Prior to Jetstream, Miishe studied law 
at Stanford and earned a bachelor's degree from Harvard College. She started her career as 
a top-ranked strategy analyst for Bain & Company in New York, and has worked with global 
NGOs including TechnoServe, Global Partnerships, and the Meltwater Entrepreneurial 
School of Technology. 
 
Email: dma@jetstreamafrica.com  
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Judson Wendell ADDY 

 
Mr. J. Wendell Addy is a business leader, private sector advocate, an entrepreneur and 
investor who has successfully executed projects internationally over the last 40+ years.  As 
an entrepreneur, Mr. Addy’s passion for humanity and his commitment to family continues 
to call forth his vision for sustainable development, transformation and peace in developing 
countries.  As a business development consultant, Mr. Addy’s primary focus is economic 
empowerment of nationals with emphasis in sustainable rural community economic 
activities that promote and support peace and stability.   His background in Marketing and 
Finance has positioned him to work with investors, private and public financing institutions 
from across the globe.  Mr. Addy’s personal business interest and experience spans trading, 
construction, banking and finance, business development and export consultancy. Mr. Addy 
is a strong advocate for the Bill of Rights for an Enabling Business Environment in Africa as 
the catalyst enabler to ensure the implementation of the RECs and AfCFTA protocols. 
 
Email: jwendelladdy@gmail.com  
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Louis Yaw AFFUL 

 
Louis Yaw Afful is Group Executive Director for Afcfta Policy Network group. This 
Represents Afcfta policy network A leading Trade think Tank and premier international 
network on African continental free trade, Women of Africa network, Africa globalized 
investment. Former finance director ESI a multi-million retail firm in Ghana. He was a country 
director of M.I.P, a management and knowledge exchange program based in UK. In the public 
sector, Louis was the first district coordinator and acting deputy regional coordinator of the 
then Ministry of Women and Children, Ghana. 
Louis Yaw Afful has featured at several international conferences, talkshows, and interviews 
including the BBC, CGTN, eNCAnews, DW Radio, and almost all media networks in Ghana. 
He has set up the largest international membership network of professionals focused on 
African continental free trade. He has written articles published widely on the implementation 
of the African continental free trade area. He contributed immensely to the consultative 
process of the African continental free trade agreement. Louis was given recognition by the 
Chief Technical Advisor of African continental free trade unit of African union as 
championing the course of Afcfta on the continent. 
CEO Lobi Enterprise. Louis graduated in the with social sciences with strong private sector, 
innovation, strategist specialization. 
He serves on Global Chamber of Commerce, Member of SEEDS Team Dubai, member of 
Ghana chamber of SMES, Many other Boards. 
 
Email: lobiakon@gmail.com  
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Olu AJAKAIYE 

 
Prof. Olu Ajakaiye, a Fellow of the Nigerian Economic Society, is currently Chairman, African 
Centre for Shared Development Capacity Building (ACSDCB), Ibadan. He was Director-
General, Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research (NISER), Ibadan (1999-2004) and 
Director of Research, African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) Nairobi; Kenya, (2004-
2011). Prof. Ajakaiye was President, Nigerian Economic Society (2013-2015); Chairman, 
Economic Policy Working Group of the Agricultural Transformation Agenda, Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture Abuja, (2014), Member, Economic Management Team, The 
Presidency, Abuja (2013=2015); and Member, 2014 Nigerian National Conference, Abuja. He 
served on National Working Committee for the Preparation of several Nigerian National 
Development Plans including the Vision 2010, Vision 2020, Economic Recovery and Growth 
Plan, 2017-2020 and the Medium-Term National Development Plan, 2021-2025/  He also 
served on the Advisory Panel of the UN African Human Development Report, 2011,   
Advisory Panel, HDR  2016, 2019 and 2020; Commissioning Panel, DFID-ESRC Research 
Programmes, 2015-2016, among others. 
 
Prof. Ajakaiye specializes in development economics and has published widely in the area.  
He consults for several international organizations including The World Bank, UNECA, 
UNDP, ECOWAS, IDRC, ACBF, JICA (UK), EU, DFID, British Council, BMGF, and numerous 
Nigerian government Ministries, Departments and Agencies. 
 
Email: ajakaiye.olu@gmail.com  
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Segun AINA 

 
 
Dr Segun Aina is a global professional banking leader, internationally rated fintech ecosystem 
builder, thought leader and respected Futurist. 
 
Dr Aina who had three decades of distinguished banking career is a former President of 
Chartered Institute of Bankers of Nigeria as well as West African Bankers Association and 
currently Chairman of Global Banking Education Standards Board (GBEStB). 
 
He incubated and scaled several successful fintech startups some of which now operates 
across Africa. He is the promoter and founding President of Fintech Association of Nigeria 
(FintechNGR) as well as the initiator and pioneer President of Africa Fintech Network. He 
serves on the board of various corporate organizations in banking, investment, agriculture, 
technology, etc. 
 
Dr Aina is a member of the UK-Africa Fintech Investment Group, a UK Government initiative. 
 
He holds the Nigeria National honours of Officer of the Order of Federal Republic (OFR) and 
has received honorary doctorate degrees from three Universities. 
 
Email: segunaina@fintechassociates.com ; segun.aina@africafintechnetwork.com  
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Aminou AKADIRI 

 
His capacity of Executive Director of the Federation of West Africa Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FEWACCI) including 15 countries members of the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS), Ambassador AMINOU AKADIRI is responsible for: 
− enhancing the participation of west African private sector into the regional economic 
integration process by organizing sensitization and training session on ECOWAS Protocol and 
Policies in National Chambers of Commerce; sharing of the West Africa business community 
vision and proposals to boost trade and investments at ministerial and Head of States levels; 
facilitating negotiations/implementation of regional and international trade agreements as 
well as promoting the development of an efficient private sector through the provision of 
business support services and capacity building and contributing to the objective of making 
the region the preferred destination for investors; supporting joint-ventures and co-
enterprises creation in ECOWAS’S industrial strategy in agroindustry, pharmaceutical, 
transport and automotive, construction and building materials. 
AMINOU AKADIRI is member of the technical Committee in charge of organizing the 
ECOWAS Business Forum/ECOWAS Investment Forum and implementation of their 
recommendations. 
In the past, he served as Consultant and Expert at the ECOWAS Commission for drafting the 
ECOWAS investment Policy and Code. He is UNIDO Expert for Business to Business 
connectivity. He was part of the Team which set up the ECOWAS Regional Business 
Association: Federation of West African Chambers of Commerce and Industry, ECOWAS 
Federation of Entrepreneurs and Businesswomen; *ECOWAS Federation of West African 
Manufacturers Associations. 
AMINOU AKADIRI is also Vice President of Francophone South-South and Tripartite 
cooperation Network (RAFSUD). 
 
Email: akambj@yahoo.fr  
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Joseph ATTA-MENSAH 

 
Joseph Atta-Mensah is a Principal Policy Adviser in the Macroeconomics and Governance 
Division at the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA). Joe 
responsibilities include ensuring that the key policy findings in ECA research are used to 
support policy implementation at national, sub-regional and continental levels.  This is 
achieved by leading teams strengthening the capacity of African Union and its organs, 
including member States, the African Union Commission and the regional economic 
communities (RECs) in deepening and advancing the African Union's agenda of continental 
integration. Joe was instrumental in AU’s work on the Financing of Union. He also works on 
issues of macroeconomics, monetary economics and economic models. Joe leads teams in 
providing policy advisory services to national, sub regional and regional institutions, and 
assist them in the formulation of strategies, programmes and projects on macroeconomics and 
monetary economics. Joe also worked with his colleagues on the regional coordination 
mechanism (RCM), which brings the UN together to support the African Union. Prior this 
position, Joe was the Director of the Office of Strategic Planning and Programme Management, 
where he supervised programme planning and policy coordination as well the monitoring 
and evaluation of ECA’s programme of work. Joe has also served as the Director of Regional 
Integration, Infrastructure and Trade at UNECA where he focused on research and analysis 
on regional integration, infrastructure and trade policy issues of the African continent. He has 
also advised governments, the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and other 
stakeholders on matters pertaining to Regional Integration, Infrastructure, Trade and 
Macroeconomics Issues. Joe has represented UNECA at Summits of African Heads of State, 
meetings of African Ministers and other high-level conferences and meetings within and 
outside Africa. Before joining UNECA in July 2004, Joe worked as a Senior Economist at the 
Bank of Canada for 10 years. Joe holds a doctorate degree in Financial Economics from the 
Simon Fraser University in British Columbia, Canada and has a number of refereed scientific 
articles under his name. 
 
Email: atta-mensahj@un.org  
 

 

  

mailto:atta-mensahj@un.org


 

 

Ladi BALA-KEFFI 

  
Ladi Bala-Keffi is a Deputy Director of the Central Bank of Nigeria and has worked in various 
departments in Operations and the Economic Policy Directorate of the Bank. Currently, she 
Heads the Macroeconomic Policy Analysis Division, Monetary Policy Department, which 
monitors developments in inflation, money market and capital market.  
She was previously the Head, International Economic Relations Division which entailed 
working with multilateral/bilateral agencies and institutions on behalf of the Bank such as, 
the IMF, World Bank, WTO, UNCTAD, African Union, AfDBG and the ECOWAS single 
currency project as well as the trade and regional integration process. She contributed 
periodically to the World Bank and AfDBG Country Strategy Position for Nigeria for over 12 
years and was also a member of Nigeria’s negotiation team for the EU-ACP Agreements etc.  
Ms Bala-Keffi is a member of Nigeria’s National Action Committee on AfCFTA, representing 
the Central Bank of Nigeria. She is an Alumni of Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria with 
Bsc in Political Science, MA. International Relations and LLB Law and was called to the 
Nigerian Bar in 2005. She attended the University of Sorbonne, Paris with an Advanced 
Certificate in French, and an Alumni of SOAS, University of London where she obtained an 
Msc. in Development Economics and is currently wrapping up her PhD in Economics at the 
Kingston University, London. She has authored several publications in reputable local and 
international journals on various economic issues including studies on remittances, trade, 
monetary policy, financial stability, Women Economic Empowerment and Financial Inclusion. 
 
Email: lrbalakeffi@cbn.gov.ng  
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Catherine DUGGAN 

 
Catherine Duggan is Director (Dean) of the University of Cape Town Graduate School of 
Business (UCT GSB). She was, previously, Professor of Management and Political Economy 
and Vice Dean at the African Leadership University School of Business (ALUSB) in Rwanda, 
where she was the first member of the school’s faculty and worked in areas including 
curricular development, business development, and accreditation. Prior to joining ALUSB, she 
was a professor at Harvard Business School (HBS) for nearly a decade, where she was the first 
woman in the school’s history to win the prestigious Faculty Award for Outstanding Teaching 
in the Required Curriculum two years in a row. She has also taught in MBA and executive 
education programs at the University of Oxford’s Saïd Business School (SBS) and for INSEAD. 
Dr Duggan has worked in Africa for more than twenty years and has experience in nearly two 
dozen African countries with a focus on political economy. She is the author of a number of 
case studies on African firms and countries, including cases on South Africa, Nigeria, DRC, 
Zimbabwe, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, and others. She regularly leads strategy and leadership 
workshops for corporations and has advised a number of governments and public sector 
agencies on the continent and beyond. She earned a Ph.D. in Political Science from Stanford 
University, where she was the G.J. Lieberman Fellow for the Social Sciences and received a 
B.A. with honors in Political Science from Brown University. 
 
Email: catherine.duggan@gsb.uct.ac.za  
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Jean-Denis GABIKINI 

 
Jean-Denis Gabikini is a manager with 15+ years proven history of delivering superior results 
while ensuring excellence in programme delivery and advocating for issues related to 
Economics and Management, especially in Economic Development and African Continental 
Integration. Recognized expertise on economic policy research, analysis and publications, 
regional integration, promotion of private sector, trade, investment and resource mobilization. 
Successful track record in regional and multilateral cooperation and negotiations, as well as 
strategic planning, policy analysis, stakeholder mobilization, and programme 
implementation. Dedicated to employing a hands-on approach to cultivating strong 
relationships with key partners and high-profile industry players, facilitating Commission’s 
Departments, Regional Economic Communities, and AU Member States relations in order to 
drive collaboration and agreement on core objectives and values of the Union. 
Currently Jean-Denis is the Acting Director for the Directorate of Economic Development, 
Integration and Trade of the African Union Commission. As the Acting Director, he has 
performed oversight role on a number of activities for the Directorate, among others: the 
implementation of the African Integration agenda as encapsulated in the Abuja Treat and 
Agenda 2063; the formulation, organization and management of key policies and programmes 
of economic analysis and those aimed at enhancing continental and regional integration in 
line with the AU Agenda 2063 in close collaboration with Member States and REC; 
coordinated and supervised the formulation and monitoring of economic transformative 
Policies and establishment of AU Financial Institutions; oversaw the development of policies 
and programmes to promote macroeconomic stability, monetary and fiscal harmonization and 
cooperation among member states including financial integration; provided Advisory 
Services to the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Secretariat in their relations 
with RECs and Member States on issues pertaining to economic integration; contributed to the 
Formulation of African Common Positions in International Trade Negotiations; worked 
closely with partners, including E-Trade Alliance Workshop and Digital Payment Capacity 
Building for policymakers, in collaboration with the Department of Trade and Industry and 
USAID. 
 
Email: gabikiniJD@africa-union.org  
 

 

  

mailto:gabikiniJD@africa-union.org


 

 

Christine GARTNER 

 
Christine Gartner works as a Senior Lead Economist in the Euro Area External Sector and Euro 
Adoption Division of the ECB’s Directorate General Economics. Her main fields of expertise 
are economic convergence in the European Union, issues related to the European Exchange 
Rate Mechanism (ERM II) and euro adoption. She joined the European Monetary Institute 
(EMI), the predecessor of the ECB in April 1998 coming from the Oesterreichische National 
Bank (Central Bank of Austria), where she had worked since October 1990. She holds a post-
graduate diploma in economics from the Institute of Advanced Studies (Vienna, Austria), a 
Master’s degree in economics from the University of Vienna (Austria) and an MA in 
intercultural competencies from the Danube University Krems (Austria) 
 
Email: edda.Lautenschlaeger@ecb.europa.eu  
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Co-Pierre GEORG 

 
Co-Pierre Georg is an Associate Professor at the University of Cape Town and holds the South 
African Reserve Bank Chair in Financial Stability Studies. He is the convener for the MPhil in 
Financial Technology at UCT where he teaches courses on "Fintech and Cryptocurrencies". 
His research interests focus on systemic risk and financial interconnectedness with a particular 
interest on the nexus of financial innovation and financial stability. He obtained his PhD from 
the University of Jena in 2011 and has published both in finance and interdisciplinary journals. 
Co-Pierre’s research has received awards from the Algorand Foundation, Ripple, the 
European Central Bank, the Volkswagen Foundation, and the Institut Louis Bachelier. He has 
been a consultant at various central banks and held visiting positions at MIT, Oxford, 
Princeton, and Columbia University. Aside from being a as Research Associate at the Oxford 
Martin School for the 21st Century, Co-Pierre is a Research Associate at the Imperial College 
Center for Global Finance and Technology, as well as a Research Affiliate at the Columbia 
University Center for Global Legal Transformation. 
 
Email: co-pierre.georg@uct.ac.za  
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Ziad HAMOUI 

 
Chartered logistician, regional integration advocate and businessman, with 18 years of private 
sector experience in logistics and transport in Ghana, as well as a decade of development 
expertise across West Africa. 
Founding member, past President and current National President for Ghana of Borderless 
Alliance, an award-winning, private sector led, multi-stakeholder advocacy group that 
promotes regional economic integration in West Africa and tackles barriers to regional trade 
and transport. 
Founding member of the “Trade Facilitation Coalition for Ghana” (TFCG), a private sector led 
grassroot-level campaign to enhance trade and business in Ghana. 
Serve on several high-level national and international advisory assignments: 
- Co-Chair of the Steering Committee of the “Regional Food Trade Coalition” (RFTC) 
- Member of the Transport and Connectivity Strategy Group of the “Africa-Europe 
Foundation” (AEF-TCSG) 
- Member of the “National Trade Facilitation Committee” for Ghana (NTFC-GH) 
- Member of the Technical Working Groups of the “National AfCFTA Coordination Office” 
in Ghana (Trade Policy & Trade Facilitation Working Groups) 
- Member of the Technical Working Group on Border Security for SGI Ghana 
 
Email: Ziad.Hamoui@gmail.com ; ZIAD@HAMOUI.COM  
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Victoria HASHEELA-MUFETI 

 
DR. VICTORIA HASHEELA-MUFETI has obtained a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 
and Economics from the University of Namibia. She further obtained an Honours degree in 
Computer Science from Stellenbosch University, South Africa, and a Master’s degree in 
Informatics from Mannheim University, Germany. She also received a Doctor of Science in 
Technology from Lappeenranta University of Technology, Finland. In 2018, she was a 
Fulbright Scholar at University of New Mexico, USA. She is currently a Senior Lecturer at the 
University of Namibia as well as at the Namibia Business School. 
 
Email: vhasheela@unam.na 
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Muazu IBRAHIM 

 
Muazu Ibrahim is the Research Officer of Making Finance Work for Africa (MFW4A), African 
Development Bank (AfDB), Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire. He previously worked for the 
Macroeconomic and Governance Division (MGD), United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa (UNECA), Addis Ababa, Ethiopia as a Fellow. He was also a lecturer at the School of 
Business and Law (SBL), University for Development Studies (UDS), Ghana. His research 
focuses on development and international finance. 
 
Email: ibrahimuazu@gmail.com  
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Yakama Manty JONES 

 
Dr. Yakama Manty Jones (nee Mara) is an Economist, Researcher, Entrepreneur and 
Philanthropist. She is currently the Director of Research and Delivery at the Ministry of 
Finance. Dr. Jones is the Focal Person for the World Bank’s Human Capital Project in Sierra 
Leone. She also doubles as a Lecturer in the Department of Economics, Fourah Bay College, 
University of Sierra Leone.  She is an entrepreneur running a business in the shipping and 
light manufacturing industry, which she co-founded with her husband. Yakama’s passion for 
education is reflected in the Yak Jones Foundation, which she founded to promote literacy and 
bring back the culture of reading in Sierra Leone.   
Dr. Jones’ research interests lie in Development Economics, International Business, Human 
Capital Development, Macro and Micro-level data analysis for growth dynamics, Innovation 
and Systems Approaches to Public Service Delivery.  
Dr. Jones holds a BSc. (Hons) in Economics (Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone); 
a Post-Graduate Diploma in Finance and Economics (University of Manchester); MSc. Finance 
and Economics (Queen Mary and Westfield College, University of London); MRes. 
International Business and Economic Development (Birkbeck College, University of London); 
PhD Finance and Economics (Birkbeck College, University of London), a Certificate in Social 
Entrepreneurship from the University of Oxford and an  Executive Certificate in Economic 
Development from the Harvard Kennedy School. 
 
Email: yakamajones@economicresearchunit.com  
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Charles KAHUTHU 

Mr. Kahuthu is the Chief Executive Officer and Regional Coordinator, coordinating the 
activities of the various national chambers in the East African region, as well as spearheading 
the regional Public Private Partnerships (PPP) agenda. EACCIA is involved in promoting the 
regional integration agenda as well as supporting the development of the small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) which constitute the bulk of the national chambers’ membership base. 
Mr. Kahuthu is a Private Sector Development Specialist, as well as public-private partnership 
(PPP) Specialist providing a wide range of business management and socio-economic 
development consultancy services to Governments, private sector institutions, development 
agencies and non-governmental organizations, among others. He is an experienced policy 
analyst and has been a member of many task forces facilitating the review of public policy in 
recent years. He has carried out very many consulting assignments in Kenya, Tanzania, 
Uganda, Ethiopia, South Africa, Sudan, Zimbabwe, Latin America and France. He is extremely 
conversant with the planning, preparation and implementation of development programs and 
projects. 
Mr. Kahuthu is very experienced in the negotiations for private, public and social 
development projects’ financing, with local and international financial institutions, including 
the World Bank Group, the European Union, the African Development Bank and all the 
United Nations Agencies. He has also interacted extremely well with many donor nations, 
such as France, Belgium, Italy, Canada, Ireland, Germany, Britain, a number of Latin American 
countries, and the United States of America, and is quite conversant with their bilateral 
cooperation strategies in support of development countries. 
Up to December 2008, Mr. Kahuthu worked for the Kenya Private Sector Alliance (KEPSA) as 
Sector Coordinator for Agriculture and Rural Development, coordinating all the partnership 
engagements with Government Ministry clusters that constituted the Agricultural and Rural 
Development Sector (8 ministry clusters in all). Prior to this assignment, he acted as the African 
Region Coordinator for Africa for the Latin American Economic System (SELA) for two years 
and before that assignment, he was the Enterprise Development Adviser for the Department 
of Micro and Small Enterprises Development, in Kenya’s Ministry of Labour and Human 
Resource Development, whose mandate was to facilitate the creation of more jobs and 
generation of incomes for the Kenyan people, through support to the development of micro 
and small enterprises. In his role as Enterprise Development Adviser, he provided the 
required technical support to the Head of the Department, and coordinated the activities of a 
number of Donor Programmes, including assisting both the Ministry’s staff and contracted 
implementing agencies in preparing their work plans and other forms of technical assistance, 



 

such as project proposal writing, carrying out project monitoring and evaluation activities, 
among others. He also promoted networking amongst the implementing agencies and other 
programmes and projects that the Ministry was implementing and also carried out resource 
mobilization assignments to fund the various SMEs Programme activities. 
Mr. Kahuthu is a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, Republic of Ireland, where he obtained 
a Bachelor of Commerce degree (Business Administration Option), with emphasis on 
international marketing and economics. In addition, Mr. Kahuthu has also undertaken an 
MBA Degree Programme, as an external student, with the Faculty of Economics and 
Management Sciences of the University of the Free State (UOFS), in South Africa, a 
programme that was developed by UOFS, in collaboration with the Kellstadt Graduate School 
of Business at De Paul University, Chicago, USA. 
 
Email: ckahuthu@eastafricanchamber.org  
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Pantaleo KESSY 

 
Pantaleo Kessy is Head of Fiscal and Monetary Affairs Department at the East African 
Community (EAC).  Before joining the EAC, he was an Assistant Manager of the Research 
Department at the Bank of Tanzania.  He holds MA (Economics) from the University of Dar 
Es Salaam, Tanzania and a PhD (Economics) from Colorado State University (USA), 
specializing in Monetary and Financial Economics. His research interest is in macroeconomic 
policies in developing countries.  His work has been on the analysis of fiscal, monetary and 
exchange rate policies in the economies of East Africa. Recently, he has been interacting 
extensively with the EAC central banks Governors and Ministers of Finance in shaping the 
formulation and implementation of Macroeconomic Policies in the EAC region. 
 
Email: kpantaleo@eachq.org  
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Henry Clarke KISEMBO 

 
Currently the Global Chief Managing Partner of Development Associates Link International 
(DALI) Based in Kampala, Uganda I am a Financial Economist, Development Finance, Digital 
Economy, Trade and Business Development Systemsprenuer who engages enthusiasm and 
passion to make change happen and harness it to create rapid, impact-driven, sustainable 
development and Social Impact by blending Academia and Practice; bringing 20 years hands-
on experience in the Private Sector, Trade Development, Regional Integration, 
Industrialization, Fiscal and Monetary Policy Agrifinance, Development Finance, Project 
Design and Management, Remittances, Market Systems, Financial Inclusion, Rural, and 
Community development, Mental Wellbeing, MSMEs, Financial Literacy, Digital Finance, 
Agency Banking, Business Strategy, Policy and Regulation, Ecommerce, Government digital 
engagement, International Digital Protocols development, Gender gap analysis and bridging, 
Value chain development, Fund and Resource Mobilization, Financial and Business 
Modelling, Institutional development, Investment and Finance, Qualitative and Quantitative 
Research, Micro Insurance, Humanitarian Response, Refugee Finance, Youth, Women and 
PWDs dignity, Nexus Approach, Financial Services Development, Grant Management and 
have Undertaken small, large and complex projects within Sub-Saharan Africa and the Asia 
Caribbean and Pacific Region; plus serving on multiple African and Global Board including 
Chairing the Mobile Financial Services National Financial Inclusion Technical Working of 
Uganda convened by the Central Bank of Uganda. 
I hold a Doctorate in Financial Economics and a Doctorate in Development Finance, Masters 
in Public Administration and Management, Bachelors’ in Social Sciences, a Certified Business 
Development Professional, a Certified Project Management Professional and a Global 
Advocate for Trade and Digital Economies plus Inclusive Finance and development, an ardent 
Pan Africanist and driver of Africa’s next Financial Frontiers; I speak a multiplicity of ACP 
Languages. 
 
For More Information and publications please visit my profile:  
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hckisembo   
 
Email: hkisembo@gmail.com  
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Robert Dauda KORSU 

 
Robert Dauda Korsu is an Economist. He holds a Ph.D from the University of Ibadan, Nigeria, 
M.Sc  from Addis Ababa University and a Bachelor of Social Science degree in Economics from 
the University of Sierra Leone. He has served as a lecturer at the Department of Economics, 
University of Sierra Leone and has a long experience in the monetary integration process of 
the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). He was Chief Economist at the 
West African Monetary Agency (WAMA) and is currently the Executive Director of Economic, 
Social and Financial Research Institute (ESFRI), Freetown, Sierra Leone. 
 
Email: rdkorsu@gmail.com  
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Jean Cedric KOUAM 

 
Jean Cedric Kouam is the Deputy Director of Economic Affairs at the Nkafu Policy Institute. 
He holds a PhD in Economic Analysis and Policy (Monetary and Financial Macroeconomics) 
from the University of Dschang in Cameroon. Jean Cedric has taught several courses in 
economics, finance and macroeconomic modelling in higher institutes in Cameroon since 
2012. Member of various research groups and laboratories in Cameroon and abroad, his 
research field is related to the economic development of African countries, economic resilience 
in monetary union, the effectiveness of cyclical and structural policies, the policy mix, and 
sustainable development. Dr Kouam is a Former French government scholarship fellow 
(Doctoral research program) and has carried out a good part of his research in France. He is 
an active participant in the online training courses offered by the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) Capacity Building Institute and holds two certificates in Sustainability and Public Debt 
Management in Low Income Countries and Financial Programming and Policies. As an 
economist, he is the author of numerous articles and reports.                  
 
Email: info@foretiafoundation.org 
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Jamila Debbech KSIKSI 

 
Jamila Debbech Ksiksi, Elue députée à l'Assemblée des Représentants du Peuple depuis 2014. 
Membre de bureau de l'assemblée chargée de la relation avec la société civile et les citoyens. 
Membre du Parlement Panafricain (PAP) depuis 2015, élue Présidente de Caucus des Femmes 
au PAP pour la législature 2018 /2020. 
Membre de parlement de la francophonie depuis pour la législature 2020/ 2024. Et membre 
de réseau des femmes francophones. 
Co-fondatrice de réseau continental des femmes africaines leaders depuis 2017 et 
coordinatrice du chapitre national des femmes leaders africaines. 
Point focal du forum des femmes actives pour les objectifs de développement durable 
Activiste dans les domaines de droits de l'homme, droits de la femme, droits des minorités, 
droits des migrants/réfugiés, ainsi que la lutte contre tontes formes de discrimination. 
 
Email : jamilaksiksi2011@gmail.com  
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David LUKE 

 
David Luke is incoming Professor in Practice and Strategic Director at the London School of 
Economics Firoz Lalji Institute for Africa.  His main areas of interest is trade and development, 
trade and inclusion, and trade and sustainability.  
 
David Luke was Coordinator of the African Trade Policy Centre at the UN Economic 
Commission for Africa with the rank of a director at the Commission. He was responsible for 
leading ECA's research, policy advisory services, training and capacity development on 
inclusive trade policies and in particular the boosting intra-African trade and the continental 
free trade area initiatives. His portfolio also included WTO, EPAs, Brexit, AGOA, Africa's 
trade with emerging economies, and trade and cross-cutting policy areas such as trade, 
industrialization and structural transformation, trade and gender, trade and public health and 
trade and climate change. 
 
Prior to joining ECA in 2014, he served as UNDP trade policy adviser in Southern Africa and 
Geneva and also as Senior Economist and Chief of Trade at the Organization for African 
Unity/African Union Commission, and as an Associate Professor at Dalhousie University in 
Halifax, Canada.  
 
Email: d.luke@lse.ac.uk  
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Olubunmi MAKINWA 

 
Bunmi Makinwa is the Chief Executive Officer of AUNIQUEI, a private entrepreneurial 
initiative in communication for leadership. 
Makinwa was Africa Regional Director of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA); 
Director of UNAIDS New York Office; Director and Representative of UNAIDS to the African 
Union, Addis Ababa. He has worked for Family Health International (FHI), Programme for 
Appropriate Technology for Health (PATH) and World Health Organization. 
He authored and co-authored several books and journal articles. He is a blogger at 
bunmimakinwa.com and commentator on politics and public affairs. He writes analytical 
columns and opinions for news media and online publications. 
He is adviser to governments, businesses and United Nations. He serves on the boards of 
several businesses and not-for-profit organizations. Currently, he is the Chair of the Board of 
African Population and Health Research Center – the largest scientific research organization 
in Africa. He served on the ONE Campaign Africa Policy Advisory Board. He is on the Board 
of Social Workers Beyond Borders in the USA; and was Chairman and member of the 
Advisory Board of the Division of Social and Behaviour Change Communications at Wits 
University, Johannesburg, South Africa, where he served as examiner for graduate students. 
Makinwa has degrees from University of Ibadan, Nigeria, and Harvard University, USA. He 
has diplomas from United Nations System Staff College, Italy University of Cape Town, South 
Africa, and institutions in Germany. 
 
Email: bunmimakinwa@hotmail.com  
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Angella Faith MONTFAUCON 

 
Dr. Angella Faith Montfaucon, a Malawian national, is an economist with current research 
interests in the fields of international trade and finance. She is a non-resident (NR) Research 
Fellow at the Southern African Institute for Economic Research (SAIER) and a NR Junior 
fellow at the Pan-African Scientific Research Council. She is also the President of the 
Indigenous Economics Society of Malawi (IESM) which she founded as a student club in 
college. Angella is in the 2019 cohort of the renowned World Bank's Young Professional's 
Program, working on East Asia and Pacific region. She received her Ph.D. in Economics in 
2019 from Yokohama National University in Japan, and an MA in Economic Policy 
Management from University of Zambia. 
 
Email: angella@montfaucon.info  
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Manuel MOSES 

 
Manuel commenced his role as the Chief Executive Officer on 1 December 2020. He has over 
25 years of experience in finance, banking, insurance and investment at the international level. 
Prior to joining ATI, Manuel worked at International Finance Corporation (IFC) for 15 years, 
where he most recently held the post of Country Manager for East Africa. He was responsible 
for IFC’s activities in the subregion 
and managed a strong and large team. 
Manuel has also held Senior-level positions at Eastern and Southern African Trade and 
Development Bank (TDB), the Commercial Bank of Zimbabwe and the Zimbabwe 
Development Bank. 
He holds an MBA in Finance from the University of Leicester in the UK and a BSc in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Zimbabwe. He is also an associate member of UK 
Chartered Institute of Management Accountants. 
 
Email : Manuel.Moses@ati-aca.org  
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Bellinda OMINO 

 
Bella Omino (Amb) is the Deputy Executive Secretary for PANAFSTRAG East Africa. She is 
the immediate former Deputy High Commissioner/Ambassador of Kenya to New Delhi, 
India. Before being appointed as Deputy High Commissioner, Ms. Omino worked in 
Healthcare/Insurance for close to 15 years. Bellinda has extensive experience in marketing 
communications and has always been a strong advocate of women’s rights. She is currently 
collaborating with a couple of organizations in developing a Women’s Leadership Programme 
in Kenya. Bellinda holds a BA in Political Science and Economics from Northeastern 
University in Boston Massachusetts, an MA in Politics of International Resources and 
Development and an LLB both from the University of Leeds in the UK and she is currently 
pursuing an MA in International Diplomacy from SOAS via the online learning programme. 
 
Email: bellaomino@gmail.com 
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Patrick OSAKWE 

 
Patrick Osakwe holds a Ph.D. degree in Economics from Queen's University, Canada. He is 
currently Chief of the Trade and Poverty Branch (UN Director level) at the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development based in Geneva, Switzerland. He has also served as 
Chief of Finance, Industry and Investment at the UN Economic Commission for Africa in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Before joining the United Nations, he worked as a Senior Analyst at 
the Bank of Canada, Ottawa. 
Dr. Osakwe has done extensive research in international and development economics and has 
refereed publications in major economic journals and books. He has won several academic 
awards, prizes, and fellowships. He is a valedictorian, a fellow of the Cambridge 
Commonwealth Society, and a member of the editorial boards of the “Journal of African 
Development”, published by Penn State University Press, and the "International Development 
Policy" published by the Graduate Institute, Geneva. 
 
Email: patrick.osakwe@unctad.org 
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Lebohang Liepollo PHEKO 

 
Lebohang Liepollo Pheko is a senior research fellow and political economist at a think tank 
called Trade Collective and has over 25 years’ experience in cross sector leadership. She is well 
regarded as an activist scholar, public intellectual, international movement builder and 
Afrikan feminist theoretician. She is passionate about promoting the use of systems thinking 
and innovative tools to find Africa-centered and feminist aligned solutions to generate global 
impact.Ms Pheko has lived and worked across 42 countries including South Africa, Zambia, 
Lesotho, Ethiopia , the United Kingdom, Senegal, Switzerland, Brazil and China giving 
political and technical solidarity to various institutions, social movements and organisations. 
She is a founding fellow of the ThaboMbeki School of African Leadership 
Her areas of specialisation include international trade and economic, political economy, 
feminist economics, policy analysis, international development, international relations, 
migration and globalisation, citizenship and identity. She has written and spoken extensively 
on these subjects. 
Lebohang is from South Africa and Lesotho, was born in Zambia, grew up in the United 
Kingdom and speaks five languages. 
 
Email: liepollo@4-rivers.co.za  
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Jonathan PINIFOLO 

 
Dr. Jonathan Pinifolo has got 23 years’ experience in the ICT and Financial Services Industry 
having worked in the Public and Private sector in Malawi as well as at regional level with 
COMESA Business Council. He has been involved in the management of various ICT projects 
at SADC level while working with Malawi Communications Regulatory Authority (MACRA) 
as well as at Mobile Network Operator level while working with Airtel and Telekom 
Networks Malawi (TNM). He has worked as Deputy Director at MACRA and prior to joining 
COMESA Business Council, he was working at TNM as Head of Division responsible for 
Project Management, Network Planning and Region Operations. 
He has also been involved in telecommunications project appraisals, preparation of Business 
cases for new products/services and setting up of operations functional departments. He was 
instrumental in ICT policy formulation and development of crucial legal instruments which 
are vital in electronic transactions like Cybersecurity and Electronic transactions Act. He is the 
current Project lead on the Regional digital retail payment platform for Micro Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in COMESA Region. 
Jonathan obtained his PhD in Telecommunications Engineering from University of 
Johannesburg. His Doctoral research particularly focused on the problem of bridging the 
digital divide in the developing economies and this is an enabler on Digital Financial 
Inclusion. Among other qualifications, he holds an MBA and MSc in Wireless Communication 
Systems with distinction from Oxford Brookes University in United Kingdom. He is also an 
Author of the book titled “ICT Infrastructural development in the developing world” published in 
2017 by Lambert Academic Publishing. 
 
Email: jpinifolo@comesabusinesscouncil.org 
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George Kojo SCOTT 

 
George Kojo Scott is the Secretary General of the African Association for Public 
Administration and Management (AAPAM). He has previously served for many years in the 
Public Service of Ghana in different capacities including Chief Director (Permanent Secretary) 
in the Ministry of Environment, Science & Technology and the Ministry of Aviation. Dr. Scott 
was also a part-time lecturer of Post-Graduate Courses in Public Administration and other 
training programs at the Ghana Institute of Management and Public Administration (GIMPA). 
In AAPAM, Scott heads the Secretariat where he has led the Association in hosting several 
continental Annual Roundtable Conferences and conducting a number of capacity 
development programs including international executive courses, seminars and workshops in 
African countries. He has further participated and made presentations in several international 
conferences. Currently, he represents AAPAM at the annual sessions of the United Nations 
Committee of Experts on Public Administration (CEPA) on an observer status. He similarly 
represents AAPAM at the United Nations Public Administration Network (UNPAN) 
meetings. Dr. Scott has authored four books; co-edited four recently published AAPAM 
books; and contributed widely in internationally accredited journals. Scott holds PhD 
(Development Studies); Master’s degree in Public Administration (MPA); and Post Graduate 
Diploma in Public Administration. 
 
Email: g.k.scott@aapam.org 
  

 

  

mailto:g.k.scott@aapam.org


 

 

Jules Rommel TOUKA 

 
Statisticien Economiste 
Directeur par intérim des Affaires Economiques et Monétaires 
Communauté Economique des Etats de l’Afrique centrale 
 
 Longue expérience dans le développement et la gouvernance économique, la promotion 

du secteur privé, le commerce et les initiatives en matière d’intégration régionale au niveau 
du continent notamment Agenda 2063, ZLECAf, AIDA etc. 

 Auteur de plusieurs études et travaux notamment sur la Planification des politiques de 
développement, le Développement industriel, la Modélisation économique et les 
Statistiques, la Facilitation des échanges et la Promotion du Commerce en Afrique centrale. 

 Avec United Nations Capital Development Fund – Fonds des Nations Unies pour les 
approvisionnements (UNCDF), il prépare actuellement le lancement d’un programme 
régional pour l’Harmonisation des politiques de transfert de fonds en Afrique Centrale 
qui, entre autres volets, visera le développement des politiques innovantes pour faciliter 
les échanges commerciaux et la vulgarisation de la digitalisation des systèmes de paiement 
dans la région. 

 
Email : jules.touka@ceeac-eccas.org 
 

 

  

mailto:jules.touka@ceeac-eccas.org


 

 

Martha Gertruida VAN NIEKERK 

 
My name is Gerda van Niekerk. I am a graduate of the University of Pretoria where I obtained 
the degrees B Comm, LLB and LLD. I obtained my doctorate on the topic of “A comparative 
analysis of the role of the central bank in promoting and maintaining financial stability in 
South Africa”. I practiced as attorney for 25 years in conveyancing and commercial law. I am 
currently employed as a senior lecturer at the School of Law - University of Limpopo, South 
Africa. I mainly teach on mercantile law subjects and my interests for research are financial 
regulation, financial economic law, central banks, financial stability, banking law, business 
law, financial inclusion and financial transformation. 
 
Email: Gertruida.VanNiekerk@ul.ac.za 
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Ibrahim Abdullahi ZEIDY 

 
Mr. Ibrahim Abdullahi Zeidy has M.phil degree in Monetary Economics from Glasgow 
University.  He has B.sc degree in Statistics and Economics from Addis Ababa University. He 
is the current Director of the COMESA Monetary Institute. Previously, he worked as a Senior 
Monetary Economist at the COMESA Secretariat, in Lusaka, Zambia for 11 years and as a 
Director of Research in National Bank of Ethiopia which is the country’s Central Bank for 6 
years.  In both institutions, he worked as a researcher and coordinated research activities. He 
also conducted a number of studies for UNECA as a consultant in 1990s. He coordinated the 
setting up of the COMESA Monetary Institute.  As a Director of COMESA Monetary Institute, 
since 2012, he organised many knowledge sharing workshops on monetary and financial 
integration issues. He also published on macroeconomic management, financial sector and 
regional integration issues. 
 
Email: izeidy@comesa.int  
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Samaila ZUBAIRU 

 
Mr Samaila Zubairu was appointed as Africa Finance Corporation (AFC)’s 3rd President and 
Chief Executive Officer in July 2018. AFC is an investment-grade, multilateral financial 
institution focused on providing solutions to Africa’s infrastructure deficit and challenging 
business environment by developing and financing infrastructure, natural resources and 
industrial assets which enhance productivity and economic growth of African states. 
 
At the start of the Corporation’s second decade of operation, Mr Zubairu provided decisive 
entrepreneurial leadership that propelled the development and implementation of a new five-
year corporate strategy which at its core, addresses the urgent mandate of developing and 
financing power, mining, transport, telecommunications and heavy industries. Key pillars of 
the strategy include enhancing the capacity of the team and entrenching a High-Performance 
Culture; coherent ecosystem strategy for value accretive beneficiation and import substitution; 
proactive risk and portfolio management to improve AFC’s rating and diversifying the 
Corporation’s funding sources. 
 
Mr Zubairu currently represents the Corporation’s interests on the Board of Directors of Aker 
Energy A.S. - Vice Chairman; Cenpower Generation Company Limited; Thor Gold 
Explorations Limited; ARISE Port & Logistics; Takoradi Port Expansion Project; Novelle 
Gabon Mine. Additionally, Samaila sits on the Advisory Board of the United Nations 
administered Nigeria Humanitarian Fund—Private Sector Initiative (NHF PSI) for internally 
displaced persons in North-Eastern Nigeria. 
 
Prior to his appointment, Mallam Zubairu was the CEO of Africapital Management Limited 
and Chief Financial Officer for Dangote Cement Plc, as well as the Treasurer for Dangote 
Group. He also worked at Liberty Merchant Bank Plc, FSB Plc (now Fidelity Bank), Denham 
Management Company and Muhtari Dangana & Co (Chartered Accountants). 
 
Samaila is an Eisenhower Fellow and is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants, 
Nigeria (FCA). He holds a BSc in Accounting from Ahmadu Bello University, Nigeria.                    
 
Email: samaila.zubairu@africafc.org  
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	Dr Duggan has worked in Africa for more than twenty years and has experience in nearly two dozen African countries with a focus on political economy. She is the author of a number of case studies on African firms and countries, including cases on South Africa, Nigeria, DRC, Zimbabwe, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, and others. She regularly leads strategy and leadership workshops for corporations and has advised a number of governments and public sector agencies on the continent and beyond. She earned a Ph.D. in Political Science from Stanford University, where she was the G.J. Lieberman Fellow for the Social Sciences and received a B.A. with honors in Political Science from Brown University.

